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Of Great Interest to Minneapolis. 

A Canadian-American reciprocity con- 
vention is to be held in Detroit Wednes- 
day and. Thursday of next week. Minne- 
apolis has been invited to send delegates, 
and should do so. The Commercial club, 
the Chamber of Commerce, the municipal 
government, the jobbers, the manufactur- 
ers, and other bodies or interests should 
be represented. It should not be left to 
chance that some one may go, but every 
effort should be made to see that Minne- 
apolis is represented by a large delega- 


-¥-~ of ‘men who throughly appreciate 


reciprocity with’ Canada means to 

le states along the Canadian frontier. 
-Our people are slow to realize it, but 
reciprocity with Canada means more for 
the future of Minneapolis than any one 
other national policy. Once a policy of 
reciprocity with Canada is entered upon 
its scope will be extended until the time 
will come when practical, if not actual, 
free trade will exist throughout English 
speaking North America. What that 
means to Minneapolis requires no dia- 
gram to determine whether it is of great 
or small importance. We could hardly 
get along without free trade to the east, 
the south, the west. To say that free 
trade is good in three of the cardinal di- 
rections of the compass and not good in 
the other is not a way to exhibit wisdom. 
F. H. Clergue, the great captain of in- 
dustry who is laying at the Soo the found- 
ations of such vast enterprises, remarked 
the other day that Minneapolis and St. 
Paul would be the commercial centers of 
the continet with reciprocity between the 
United States and Canada. West of On- 
tario and Keewatin there is good agricul- 
tural country in Canada so far north as 
the fifty-fifth parallel and as far west as 
the Rocky mountains and, in _ places, 
somewhat farther north, Within twenty- 
five years this region ought to have a 
population of not less than 6,000,000, and 
would probably have if reciprocity were 
to be ‘the international commercial policy 


of the United States and Canada. 


Facing a hostile tariff at the forty-ninth 
parallel Minneapolis is shut out of a great 
region of trade connection that naturally 
belongs to it, and must suffer in develop- 
ment, compared with cities like Kansas 
City and St. Louis, which are far enough 
not to be disturbed by its bearings upon 
trade. 

Minneapolis ought to be foremost in the 
work of bringing about reciprocity, The 
city should be eager for it and willing to 
take a hand in every movement that tends 
to promote it. It should be conspicuous 
for its devotion to the idea. It is a work 
for men of the kind of spirit that has 
characterized Minneapolis in the past. If 
there are still among us any men of that 
sort this cause of reciprocity with Can- 
ada should bring them out. . 


If Seattle is made tho port for forward- 
ing troops to and from and supplies to, 
the Philippines, it will be one more step 
toward the coming day when the Wash- 
ington city will be the New York of the 
Pacific coast. 


What's in a Name? 

Wo student at the state school of agri- 
@ulture is particularly impressed with the 
propriety of Shakspere’s famous query: 
“What's in a name?” The faculty regis- 
ter of the school is a good and sufficient 
reply to the, poet's question. For be it 
known that Minnesota’s school of agricul- 
ture has brought together a group of peo- 
ple whose names fit their specialties quite 
as well as was the case in the days when 
the Tanner family all ran tan yards, 
when the Millers were all sure enough 
makers of meal and when the Masons 
were all real builders. Thus at the St. 
Anthony Park’ institution there fs an im- 
portant department devoted to grasses 
and hays. What more appropriate then 
that Professor Hays should be in charge 
of this department, as he is? Then there 
‘4s the department which has to do with 
cows ‘and dairying. <A fine dairy herd is 
‘maintained and the mild-eyed  bossiés 
which compose it chew the cud of con- 
‘tentment for they know they are under 


the official care of A, Boss and U. Boss; 


| devised. 


The Cuban budget for the ensuing year is sald to be the 


smallest since the middle of. the last 


Squiers says that when certain expenses are transferred from 
the general administration to the provincial or municipal 
there may be a still further reduction of 25 per cent, In his 
annual message to congress President Palma called atten- 
tion to the decrease of $7,157,855.21 in the disbursements for 
the past fiscal year, without making any reduction-in services 
of sanitation. It is expected that 1908 will show a surplus 


of $2,614,032 in the insular revenues. 


‘The revenue for the year is estimated at $17,514,000, made 
tax on beverages, 


up as follows: Customs, $14,781,000; 


$1,200,000; tariff fees, $250,000; internal 


not to say So Boss.’ It is with equal ap- 
propriateness that Professor S. B. Green 
has jbeen assigned to a department which 
places him in charge of the greenhouses. 
Better yet, the dignitary who presides 
over the cuisine and commissary of the 
school bears the suggestive cognomen 
Grubb, while the girls of the school, the 
lambs of the flock, as it were, report to 
Miss: Shepherd. 


-The Panama canal negotiations and the 
litigation for possession of the Minneapolis 
Times continue to drag. 


Not Afraid of It. 

The Dick militia bill was yesterday or- 
dered to be favorably reported to the sen- 
ate by the military affairs committee of 
that body, on the motion of Senator Cock- 
rill of Missouri. Senator Cockrill has been 
among those democrats who have pro- 
fessed to be fearful of the total subjec- 
tion of the state militla to the federal 
government. They have opposed the ser- 
eral bills heretofore introduced providing 
for a larger annual appropriation by con- 
gress for the promotion of efficiency in 
the militia, and declined to take a rational 
and progressive view that, if the original 
intent of our militia organization is to 
be carried out, there must be such con- 
nection between it and the general gov- 
ernment that, when its services are re- 
quired, the organized militia will take its 
place beside the regular army and present 
one homogeneous front. 

It is singular that so many people take 
a narrow view of the design of our militia 
organization, regarding it as a state or 
local interest, or, at best, as only a sec- 
ond line for national defense. The ques- 
tion is whether we shall be content with 
the regular army of 60,000 men or supple- 
ment that force with the organization of 
a well-selected, clothed, instructed, armed 
and disciplined body of militia who can, 
at once, go afield and show itself ready 
for instant action. 

It is to approximate to such a degree 
of preparation that the militia bill ap- 
proved by the senate committee has been 
It provides for an ample appro- 
propriation by congress for the proper 
arming, equipment and drill of the militia. 
Instead of the greater portion of our mill- 
tia appearing armed -with rifiles of obso- 
lete type-and inferior otherwise in equip- 
ment, it is proposed to make militia and 
regular army a homogeneous whole in 
drill, equipment and discipline, the state 
being required to adopt such changes as 
are necessary to produce this result, and 
changes which by no means conflict with 
the legitimate rights of the state, and 
which ought to be accepted willingly and 
with a high degree of national pride, indi- 
cating a deep appreciation of the fact that 
the American citizen ‘s proud that he 
has a national as well as a state duty to 
perform. 

It should bo remembered that congress 
is empowered by the constitution to “‘pro- 
vide for organizing, arming and discip- 
lining the militia." Congress has not yet 


adequately performed that duty, be- 
cause the nation back of congress 
has not’ been sufficiently insistent 


that it shall be done. The militia was 
designed for something more than state 
duty. The largest patriotism was em- 
bodied in the original proposition. 


A Michigan football team prays before 
every game that it may be permitted to 
“play fair.’’ The temptations of the game 
to do otherwise are great, and the man 
who is fortified with prayer will not be 
quite so apt to rub the adversary'’s face 
in the sand when the officials are look- 
ing the other way. 


We Need Them. 


Secretary Shaw's immigration figures 
are amazing. Bxcluding the immigration 
from Canada and Mexico, of which no 
record is kept, there last year came to our 
shores 738,000 homeseekers. Canada and 
Mexico must haye contributed at least 
20,000 more, making a grand total of 
about 750,000. . 

This means that during the last fiscal 
year there was added to American pop- 
ulation, by immigration alone, more than 
2,000 persons a day. Think of what this 
means. Our neighbors the Canadians 
have been having conniption fits*over the 
settlement of their northwest, and are 
delighted ‘over a total immigration for 
the year of 67,000. Just. thirty days of 
the immigration movement into the 
United States would have provided the 
whole movement into Canada. The total 
population of Canada west of the great 
lakes is less than the number of immi- 
grants the United States receives in a 
single year. : 

There is much worrying over what 
shall be done with these 750,000 new in- 
habitants. Some of it is justified, but 
much is not. If it were not for this 
never-stopping horde of new accessions 
the American people would be in des- 
perate straits for men and women to do 
the hard manual work of civilization. 
As it is it is impossible to get enough. 
So long as that continues to be the sit- 
uation it is absurd for us to talk about 
stopping the river of immigration that 


sets to our shores in increasing numbers. 


Twenty-five steamers are coming up the |- 


lakes to lie ‘at Duluth over the winter. 
On this last trip of the season the ships 
will carry coal which should Increase the 
supply in the northwest by about 100,000 
tons in the next-fortnight. The Minne- 
apolis consumer will-breathe a little easier 
now, and the report will serve to allay 
the extreme nervousness shown here since 
the beginning of- the present wintry 
weather. There will.probably be enough 
coal. to go around, finally, but as the 
freight rate on ‘these date shipménts is 
$i.a ton against the rate of 80 cents that 


ruled through the stimmtr, the consumer] mands that the roqd under préssure of ) tl 
» > ¥ Pi is . 5 


IN A NUTSHELL... 


The New Republic of Cubé Makes a 


century, Minister 


department, $85,700 


_ Judiciary. j 


funds. 


revenues, $500,000; 


who gets this coal must expect to pay 
this 70 cents difference at the very least. 
There are many Minneapolis householders 
who dearly love a good-~ old-fashioned 
Minnesota winter, and count it one of the 
Joys of living, who would.be willing nev- 
ertheless to forego the pleasure for this 
once and put up with an open winter and 
@ green Christmas. 


Bonds of the City of Minneapolis to the 
amount of $30,000 are now reposing in 
Uncle Sam's strong box in Washington, 
Secretary Shaw having announced during 
the recent money stringency that ‘the 
treasury would receive certain high grade 
state and munipical bonds on deposit in 
substitution for the legal requirement of 
government bonds to secure national bank 
circulation, there was a free movement of 
such securities to Washington, The total 
value of these substitute bonds so far 
deposited is $20,505,600. It is gratifying 
to know that the bonds of our municipal- 
ity rank high enough to go into this fav- 
ored class. 


‘Calculating Election Expenses, 

Congressman-Dlect Lind now discovers 
that his bill of election expenses can be 
considerably revised in the interests of 
accuracy, and, what is important, a lower 
total. It seems that money spent for ho- 
tel bills should not be counted in a candi- 
date’s list of expenses, but Mr, Lind inad- 
vertently put down $380 spent in that way. 
This mistake, it appears, was made 
through careless account keeping. Mr. 
Lind started on a campaign trip with $65 
in his pocket. When he came back it was 
all gone. It was quite natural that he 
should hastily conclude that he had spent 
the whole amount for the promotion of his 
candidacy. The light of an accusation of 
hating violated the corrupt practices act, 
of course, clears up this matter, The 
same light makes it clear to Mr. Lind that 
another item is too large by $75. 

There may be a disposition among the 
unreasoning rabble to ask why livery bills 
should be included in campaign expenses 
and hotel bills omitted. But there is a 
great clemental principle behind ‘this dis- 
tinction, It goes right down to the roots 
of human life. 
@&® men must live and that he must pay 
for the wherewithal to sustain life. 
Whether’ on a campaign trip or at home 
the candidate’ must live, and the mere ex- 
pense of living, cannot, therefore, ' be 
counted as an éxpense incutred in “get- 
ting office. 7 

Of course, we realize the fact that Mr. 
Lind would not have: spent $30 on his 
board at home had he not taken this trip,, 
but the principle is what concerns. ys and 
him, and we cannot waste our time with 
annoying calculations as to how the the- 
ory works. . . 

Mr. Lind should have followed the wise 
example of those candidates who make 
these nice distinctions before they file their 
expense bills. We understand that the 
method followed by some gentlemen with 
a habit of spending more in office-chasing 
than the law allows is something like this: 
First take the whole amount of actual 
expenses and eliminate all illegal classifi- 
eations. Then take the remaining sum 
and swear off the total of its various items 
according to this proportion: The desired 
item is to the legal limit of expenditure as 
the actual item is to the sum actually 
‘spent. This process is very simple, 
have heard of candidates, not well versed 
in the rule of three, who spent long days 
and nights reducing items and tediously 
adding them up, over and over again, to 
arrange a total with a legal ‘aspect. The 
formula above given is especially com- 
mended to all candidates who spend sev- 
eral times as much as the law permits. 


The Anthracite Supply. 

If the representatives of the miners on 
the one side and the operators on the 
other continue for seventy-five years more 
to higgle over the terms of settlement, 
it .will not make much difference what 
terms are agreed upon. The Popular Sci- 
ence Monthly tells us’ that the available 
supply of anthracite in America is so 
small that unless some other fuel be dis- 
covered, the use of bitum{nous coal must 
take the place of the anthracite within 
seventy-five years. This is the estimate, 
even if the annual production does not ex- 
ceed that of 1901, which is, of course, im- 
probable, There is a little anthracite in 
North Carolina, some in New Mexico anid 
Colorado, but the combined yield of these 
three localities, if the deposits were all 
thrown upon the surface at one time, 
would scarcely amount to enough for one 
year’s consumption. There is very little 
anthracite in Europe. Most of the Welsh 
coal is bituminous, the anthracite of the 
South Wales field being confined to the 
western end of it. About 2,000,000 tons 
per annum is the output of Prussia. An- 
thracite is also found in small quantities 
in southern Russla. 

China is supposed to have the Jargest 
anthracite fields in the world, there being 
upward of 40,000 square miles underlaid 
by anthracite coal. This is a much larger 
pocket of anthracite than our Pennsylva- 
nia mining kings have control of.: r 


The grand master of the Brotherhood 
of Railway Trainmen showed a keen ap- 
preciation of the power of a single word 
when he émphatically denied that the men 
in the Chicago“ territory are about to 
demand an increase in wages. The con- 
ductors-and trainmen will submit a re- 


quest for am advance but there: will bat. 


nothing in the nature of a demand: There 
is reason to believe that a fair, increase 
will be granted in the Chicago territory, 
and it-is pleasing to note that the.men so 
far from taking advantage of present 
conditions and making unreasonable de- 


BEN “i rt 


commiunteations, $420,000; proper 
$119,800; various sources, $243,200: ay 
It, 1s proposed to expend $413,319.68 for the legislative 


n republic seems to 
duties of government admirably, and the budget for 1903 
indicates that there is no intertléirof wasting the public 
With such wise and economical administration and 
with the’ prosperity. 
give, the future of Cuba is bright. 


So far the Cuba 


The law assumes that 


Weft 


glits’ of the’ state, ‘ 


for the executive, $310,396 for the de- 


partment of state and justice, $4,529,998 for the department 


~ 


_ of government, $1,801,117,888 for finance, $3,721,790.84 for 
public instruction, $2,923,011,82 for public works, $165,319.50 
for agriculture, industry and commerce, and $949,314 for the 


ri 


“Bove 


halve: 


performed the 


reciprocity with the United States will 


the immensé Vélufhe of traffic. to. handle 
would have to-grant or face enormous 
losses, are disposed to be moderate and 
fair in their requests. What the men 
might gain through an arbitrary demand 
they would probably lose again later, but 
concessions granted with fairness and 
good feeling on both sides are more likely 
to be permanent. ¥, 


Booker T. Washington, who has done 
more to elevate his.race than any other 
man, in a recent address: at Cleveland, 
said that the salvation of the colored 
race would be secured just in proportion 
as it learns to put brains, skill and dig- 
nity into the:common occupations of Ife, 
in proportion as it Iearns to do a com- 
mon thing in an uncommon ‘manner. 
What Mr. Washington seeks to teach his 
own people is the lesson which white, 
as well as black, needs to learn, or, 
rather, needs to appreciate. Faithfulness 
and efficiency in common things may not 
bring a man distinction, or social post- 
tion or fame, but the man who does well, 
whatever is required of ‘him, no matter 
how humble his task, is bound to have 
the respect of all who are cognizant of 
the fact of his fidelity and diligence, 
This. is a truism and commonplace, of 
course, but however trite, it cannot be 
too strongly insisted: pon or too often 
repeated. 


Game Warden Fullerton wants a new 
game and fish code. The recommendation 
is one that should be acted upon by the 
next legislature. It is reassuring to learn 
that deer and moose dre in no danger of 
extinction, .and that as the country is 
“lumbered’’ and lumber camps disappear, 
their number increases. In Michigan it is 
reported that the beaver are coming back 
to streams that are no.longer used for 
logs. , 


A federal court has just held that the 
postoffice department has no authority to 
classify. mail matter.. This decision will 
remind some of the understrappers in that 
department that the’ United States con- 
gress is still doing business. It is time 
that the autocratic policy of the post- 
office department were checked. A’ few 
more decisions.of the right kind will do 
the ‘work. | 


Ohio’ tiver interegts.areydetermined to 
have the governmentinfproye that stream. 
Millions..of “dollar é“been wasted on 
useless Works’ on, creeks and rivers that 
lead nowhere, but ‘it: Will’sérve the inter- 
ests “of millions of people to \keep the 
Ohio at the maximum of efficiency. 


Miss Reel says the Indian’ of the future 
will be self-supporting. | If football were 
on a professional basis there would be no 
doubt about it. The Indian as a football 
player has certainly earned the respect 
of the white man. 


We refuse to believe that Alderman 
Rand's aestheticlsm can be’ satisfied by so 
crude a process as painting the white 
glass windows of -the council. chamber 
“with something floral.” 


Casually Observed. 
The Canadian is suffering a severe case 
of dollaritis and it doesn’t seem to yield 
readily to treatment. 


In the early. days of Joseph Jefferson's 
career ice cream on the stage was repre- 
sented by cotton, just as. molasses’ and 
water stood for the fiery liquid refresh- 
ment so often required on the stage. Mr. 
Jefferson tells a story that one night a 
clumsy maid seiwant tipped over the can- 
die and the ice cream caught fire, to the 
mighty joy of the audience. 


- Bill Sewall of Bangor, Me., the presi- 
dent's old guide, has been invited to go 
‘down to Washington “and tew bunk at 
the White House, b'gosh."’ Bill will go 
just as soon as he can get a man to take 
care of the critters. ‘‘Hired men is dred- 
ful skurse this year." 


The Lincoln hotel fire trap had iron 
shutters, it seems. It is a wonder that 
somebody did not get excited and close 
them. Several people escaped through 
this negligence, 


Three churches at Pymouth, Mass., 
where the Pilgrims landed so heavily on 
the aborigine, are quarreling as to which 
one represents the original church. <A 
Unitarlan.and; two Trinitarian churches 
are in the mix-up, and if the Pigrims 
could return théy would doubtless start 
a fourth church at once and enter the 
contest. To the outer word, wrapped in 
worldliness and engaged in keeping fit 
enough to sufvive, it would seem to be 
more important to keep malice out of the 
mind than to attain to represent the suc- 
ession from the first church, even if one 
corner of it rested plumb. on Plymouth 
rock and Miles Standish was burled’ in 
the basement., But.we may be wrong. 


DAILY DIVERSION 


‘Pour la Reilne.—Ambassador Choate has 
a- particular uversion for the tuft-hunting 
American who flourishes in Europe, and 
never misses an,opportunity to make a 


‘courteous but effective dig at him. A 


short time ago.Mr. Choate was a guest in 
& country house at which a particularly 
Offensive specimen of the genus anglo- 
maniac was also staying. Over the nuts 
‘and wine‘one evening this gentleman nar- 
rated; with much glee, the story of how 
he. had once: met Queen Alexandria driv- 
ing In an open barouche while a storm 
was raging and no shelter in sight. The 
chivalréus American, according to his own 
story, immediately handed his umbrella 
to™her majesty; receiving in return a 
grateful bow, and then trudging home in 
the rain.. He. ended wp by remarking: 

“In the old days a man would have been 
knighted for doing that.” 

On Mr. Choate's features one of those 
benignant smiles for which he is justly 
“celebrated ‘slowly perfected itself. 

“Ah,” he said. “And I suppose, if. you 
had been knighted, you would have chosen 
an umbrella for your coat of arms with 
¢ motto~“Pourla Reine?” con 


AMUSEMYRTS 


Adolph Phillipp in’ “(New York-In Word 
und Bild’? at the Metropolitan. 
Adolph Phillipp mit seinem Deutschen 
Volksstueck, “New York in Word und 
Bild," muss in: jeder’ Hinsicht Anerken- 
nung gezallt werden. »Die Ausfuehrung 
der’ Handlung: steht bedeutend hoeher in 


gehende der beiden letzten Jahre. Die 
Sprache ist abergerundeter and edler im 
Ausdruck, Besonders angenehm beruhrt 
dass Herr Phillipp in diesem Stuecke voll- 
kommen von uebertriebener Sentimentali- 
taet ist und in den realistischen Scenen 
zur Geltung kommen laetzt wie in seinen 
zur Geltung kommen latzt wie in seinen 
vorhorigen Auffuhrungen. Das Ensemble 
ist im allgemeinen ausgezeichnet und man 
sieht dass Herr Phillipp sich grosse Muehe 
Sezehen ‘‘Kuenstler”’ zu engagiren. 

Die erste Act verleben wir auf der Farm 
des Herrn Schwarzholz in Springfield, wo- 
selbst der Besitzer mit seiner Frau in 
Gluecklichem Wohlstand 
Hochzeit feiert. Der.einzige Sohn welcher 
seit Jahren in New York gelebt hat, kehrt 
zur Feler helm; wird aber daselbst von 
seinem Chef als Schwindler entlarvt. Va- 
ter und Mutter verstossen den Sohn aus 
dem Elternhause nachdem sie sich ver- 
pflichtet auf Kosten ihrer schwerunge- 
nen Existenz, die unterschlagene Summe 
zu ersetzen. Im zweiten Act, drei Jahre 
spaeter, finden wir den Sohn im Sumpf 
einer Spielhoehle in Tenderloin von New 
York die versoehnende Hand des Vaters 
von sich weisend. Der dritte Act zeigt 
uns das traurige Nachtleben im Bowery 
und der junge Schwarzholz als Bettler 
und Trunkenhold findet Huelfe in den 
Armen seines Vaters. Der naechste Act 
splelt im Polizeihof und beleuchtet den 
Lug and Trug dér Polizeiverwaltung. _Im 
letzten Act, wie gewoehnlich, finden sich 
Vater, Mutter und Sohn wieder in Glueck- 
licher Einigkeit im Elterhause zusammen, 


in schoenster Harmonie. 

Herr Phillipp, der Verfasser des 
Stueckes, hat vorzuegliche Gelegenheit 
seine schauspielerischen Talente und seine 
sympatische Stimme zu entfalten, man hat 
in den drei verschiedenen Characterdar- 
stellungen das Bewustsein einem ‘bedeu- 
tenden Kuenstler vor sich zu sehen. Mit 
naturlichen Humor vermischt mit bitte- 
rem Hahne giebt er im ersten Act den 
Hederlichen Vagabunden und im zweiten 
Act geriebener Schlauheit den abgefeim- 
ten, geschmeidigen Spieler und ganz aus- 
gezeichnet characteristisch loest er seine 
schauspielerische Aufgabe als verlogener 
Polizist im Bowery und Polizeihof. Eine 
alte Bekannte begruessen wir in Fraulein 
von Wegern die wie in frueheren Jahren 
auch ‘voll Humor ihre Rolle als saufte 
Matilde durchfuehrt. Einem ausgezeich- 
neten. Humorist begegnen wir in Herrn 
Berla der besonders als Salvationarmee 
baby grosse Heiterkeit erregt. Herr Fritz 
Beese als Sohn Carl giebt seine Rolle mit 
kunstlerischer Vornehmheit und ange- 
nehmer Zurueckhaltung, aber uebertrie- 
bene Sentimentalitaet. Herr Heine als 
Farmer Schwarzholz ist wuerdevoll 
und volkommen am _ ~yrechten Platz. 
Alle anderen Rollen sind in guten und 
bewaehrten Haenden und grosse Aner- 
kennung gebuehrt dem Musikleiter, Herr 
von Wegern, fur die gute Einstudierung 
der kleinen Choere und die Composition 
der leichten ansprechenden Musik. 

Mit Dankbarkeit und.Genugthueng be- 
merkte ich die vorzuegliche Aussprache 
der deutschen Sprache eines jeden Mit- 
glieds und ist es so wohlthuend von der 
Buhne herab die schoene, edle Mutter- 
sprache unwerfaelscht im QOhre wieder- 
klingen zu hoeren, und nicht nur fuer den 
Deutsch-Amerikaner, sondern auch fuer 
die deutschlernenden und deutschsingen- 
den Amerikaner koennen diese vorstel- 
lungen von Interesse sein. 

Mit solch guten_ schauspielerischen 
Kraeften koennte Herr Phillipp uns auch 
gute und kraftigere literarische Kost, vor- 
setzen wie zum Biespiel Suedermann's 
“Die Ehre,"’ oder einege unserer modernen 
Schauspiele und Lustspiele von Fulda, Ka- 
delburg, Wildenbruch, etc... ; 

; —A. E. Sch. R. 
ee ata & 
Foyer Chat. | 

“Barbara Frietchie,” Clyde Fitch's 
great dramatic triumph, will be given at 
the Metropolitan for one pérformance 
Sunday evening, with the beautiful young 
actress, Mary Elizabeth Forbes, in the 
title role, supported by a company of ex- 
ceptional merit. 

‘Otis Skinner will begin an engagement 
of three nights and. Wednesday matinee 
at the Metropolitan next Monday, pre- 
senting ‘‘Lazarre,’”’ the new play which 
he and Aubrey Boucicault have made 
from Mary Catherwood’s romance. The 
theme, that of the mystery of a lost 
Bourbon prince, is entirf@y worthy of Mr. 
Skinner’s ability as a playwright and 
actor of romantic roles. The scenic en- 
vironment is one of the most artistic 
ever presented by this. careful producer. 

The Dearborn theater management of 
Chicago offers the’ patrons of the Metro- 
politan for three nights and matinee be- 
ginning next Thursday, its latest musical 
success, ‘‘The Storks,’’ with all the orig- 
inal scenic and costume embellishments 
and cast of seventy-five players, headed 
by droll Richard Carle. From all ac- 
counts ‘“‘The Storks’’ is not only a more 
pretentious production in every possible 
way than were their former triumphs, 
“The Burgomaster”’ and ‘‘The Explorers,” 
but it is considered the most pronounced 
financial and artistic western musical hit 
rot recent years. 

“Sergeant James" cfntinues to draw 
well at the Bijou. This military play has 
made an excellent impression. Its story 
is interesting throughout. The preseni- 
ing company is a capable one. Henry 
Kolker is seen to splendid advantage as 
Sergeant James. To-morrow afternoon 
the only remaining matinee will occur, 
and engagement will close with the per- 
formance to-morrow ‘night. 


Witty dialogue, amusing situations and 
popular musical numbers run throughout 
“Mr. Jolly of Jollet.’’ The action is said 
to go with a dash characteristtc of Charles 
Neuman’s comedies and the fun is fast 
and furlous. The company presenting his 
plece is headed by Edward Garvie, one of 
America’s favorite comedians. Included 
In the support may be mentioned John and 
Maude Allison, Ada Deaves, the Premier 
quartet, George Spink, Molly Thompson, 
Madge Lawrence and a large chorus of 
handsome girls. “Mr. Jolly of Joliet’ 
comes to the Bijou next week. 

There remains but three more perform- 
ances of the Ferris Stock company's pro- 
duction of Bronson Howard's great scenic 
spectacle of the civil war, ‘“‘Shenandoah.” 
at the Lyceum, to-night, to-morrow aft- 
ernoon and to-morrow evening. 


“Hazel Kirke," the strongest English 
drama ever written, will be produced by 
the Ferris company at the Lyceum for 
one week, starting Sunday evening. 


OTHER PEOPLE’S NOTIONS 


The Building Moving Nuisance, 


To the Editor of The Journal: 

The spectacle of a large, old tenement 
house being moved through Second avenue 
S and marking its way by the frequent 
maiming of valuable shade trees, has di- 
rected public attention to the necessity of 
more stringent regulations concerning the 
moving of buildings through the public 
streets. The Second avenue case has 
been unusually exasperating,on account of 


the extremely leisurely way in which the- 


work is being done. For example, the 
building in question has been left at the 


intersection of Second avenue, Thirteenth. 


and Grant streets from Friday afternoon 
until the present writing (Monday even- 
ing) without any indication on the part of 
those who. have been engaged on the job 
that it is not to be permanently lacated 
there. 33 

I notice that a resolution has passed 
the city, council to vest the granting of 
permits for moying buildings in that body 
instead of the building inspector. This 
would seem a more cumbersome method 
of regulating the matter; but vio shal 


case it is much less tmportant wHo shall 
grant permits than that the condi 
der which they are granted shall a 


ms un- 


ully 


literarischer Beziehung als alles vorher-|- 


seine silberne |’ 


und alle Schwierigkeiten loesen sich auf 


guard the rights of property owners and |. 


Copyright, 1902, by T. C. McClure. 

Half way between the fort and the Arl- 
zona border lies Lindell's Rest. It is a 
low wooden building, dull yellow like the 
sun baked plains around, and there isn’t 
even a cactus sprout to cast a shadow 
near it. ‘ 

Saturday night at Lindell’s 1s a thing 
to dream of evermore once one has lived 
through it—the crazy, witching Mex|can 
music; the dancers with their lithe, south- 
ern grace; the violet smoke rings curling 
over all; Lindell himself, tall and thin, 
with his happy eyes and everlasting ciz- 
arette—and Lolita. 

She was 17 the summer Lindell came to 
San Luis; a slim Mexican girl, with long 
lashed, teasing eyes of velvety brown and 
dusky hair curling around her small, 
piquant face. c j 

Lindell was merely a gentleman tramp 
in those days, one of the crowd of boys 
who drift here and there once the spirit 
of the gypsy is upon them, accomplishing 
nothing, caring for nothing, but happy 
and true hearted and quick to lend a help- 


THE MAIL COACH DREW UP AT THE YEL- 
LOW HOUSE, AND A GIRL ALIGHTED. 


ing hand when a call came. He and Ted 
Norris came down together, with plenty 
of grit, but neither cash nor credit, ex- 
cept at the low, yellow half way house 
where old Manuelo kept open inn with his 
daughter Lolita. - 

Those things happen of themselves— 
moonlight on the little rough veranda, 
Lolita singing comical little snatches, of 
American songs in her soft, broken Eng- 
lish, under TLindell's tutelage, with her 
small brown fingers playing lightly on her 
mandolin: 


I can't tell why I Jove you, but I do-0-0; 
There lotta girl in town £0 sweet like you-0-0, 
But there something I can’t tell, 
Seem to hole me in it spell, 
I can't tell why I love you, but 1 do-0-0, 


Lindell would smoke and smoke and 
look up at her as she sang, lazy and 
happy and full of joyous, don't care ir- 
responsibility that comes to one, some- 
how, with the climate down there, and 
the music and the white, strange moon- 
light. 

One Saturday Lindell and Norris rode 
away to town, seventeen miles away, with 
a promise to return in time for the dance. 
Lolita watched them out of sight, and 
Manuelo laughed when he heard her sing- 
ing. She was the prettiest girl this side 
the border. The American boy was clear 
eyed and young and quick to laugh. If 
they loved, why not? There were the 
house and a good bunch of money when he 
Was gone, and little Lolita would sing 
evermore. He smiled shrewdly. Maybe, 
perhaps, quien sabe? 

At 7 the mail coach from San Luis drew 
up at the yellow house, and a_ girl 
alighted. Lolita was firing a hot shot of 
smiles and repartee at the driver, Billie 
Slogan, when she saw her and stopped 
short. The stranger was fair and blue- 
eyed, and, though the Indian summer day 
had been hot and dusty, sle looked cool 
and charming. 

Lolita was dressed for the dance. She 
wore yellow and had wound a long red 
silk scarf about her shoulders, crossed it 
and tied it below her waist on one hip. 
Billie had just told her she looked like 
one of the little dark red roses the ladies 
wear in thelr hair over at San Luis on 
the plaza when she caught sight of this 
other girl, and she hoped Lindell would 
not see her. There was a difference, 

Mr. Lindell and Mr. Norris? Oh. yes, 
Lolita told her. They were living there. 
They had gone for a ride, just a short 
ride. She brought a chair out on the 
veranda and talked with the stranger 
after the coach had gone. She called 
Lindell Allan, this girl, and Norris Ted, 
and she hoped they would return soon. 

“You have not seen him for a long time, 
yes?” said Lolita, her eyes full of a half 
frightened suspicion. 


By IZOLA L. FORRESTER 


| 


you know. He was so young, and he 
thought he could make a fortune out here. 
1 guess he hasn't, though.”’ 

Lolita laughed. It was comical to think 
of Lindell making a fortune or anything 
else. It was growing dark, and already « 
few couples had made their appearance 


and passed indoors, with a gay. greeting 


to Manuelo’s daughter. The strange girl 
looked at them curiously. 

“It is the dance,” sald Lolita shortly, 
resenting the amused surprise in the 
other’s eyes. She would show her shs 
was not afraid to speak his name as sho 
had, “Al-lain, he like to dance lots with 
me. 

“Yes?” The stranger looked at her 
kindly. “I do not wonder at it, You are 
a dear, with those big brown eyes. And 
the other—does he dance, too?” 

“Who—Ted? No, no. He is not one bit 
like Lindell. He is still and all way off 
somewhere. He never care to dance.” 

The music had begun, and the blue- 
eyed girl rose hesitatingly. “I wish 5 4 
could go and meet them. I want to sur- 
prise him, you know. Could I?” 

Lolita rose, too, in quick, hot anger. 
They would meet, and he would take her 
in his arms and kiss her. She thought of 
last night and the night before and the 
nights before for.weeks. Was it for this 
Lindell had sung and laughed with her 
and told her her lips were the sweetest 
in all the world? Suddenly she looked 
at the fair, calm face beside her, and a 
flood of wild, unreasoning jealousy swept 
over her. She pointed southward. 

“If you walk that way straight on to 
where the ground dips and the cacti grow 
tall, you will meet them,” she told her. 
“It-is only a short way. You cannot miss 
them. It is only two or three miles to 
the next house, and they may have 
stopped there.” 

After the girl had gone she went in to 
the dance, laughing, with the lie fresh on 
her lips. There was no house for thirty 
miles that way, and once she had passed 
the giant cacti she would g0 down into 
Death valley, that terrible wilderness 
where only the snakes and the Gila mon- 
sters and tarantulas could dwell in safety. 
One night spent there, and Lindell might 
call and cry for his wife in vain. 

Never was there such a dance at Man- 
uelo’s as that Saturday night. Lolita 
danced and sang with feverish gaiety, her 
eyes ever on the door, watching for Lin- 
dell. Then suddenly, at the very height 
of the merriment, she was missed. Out 
into the clear, bright night she went 
silently to the shed where the horses 
stood, and, choosing her own rough little 
mustang, she mounted and rode away. 
toward Death valley. 

If Lindell loved this fair, blue eyed 
girl he would hate her for sending her to 
her death. The thought terrified her. 
Anything but his hate, she thought, any- 
thing but the look in his eyes when 
he knew. And was it not right? She was 
fair like him and gentle voiced. She was 
not a Mexican girl to smoke a cigarette 
with and sing to in the moonlight and 
laugh when her love was won. 

She caught her breath in deep sobs, and 
the tears fell on the mustang’s brown 
neck as she urged him on over the miles 
that lay between them and the valley, 
and at last there were the giant cacti 
ahead, guarding the entrance to the val- 
ley like grim sentinels. She turned to- 
ward them bravely, but before the mus- 
tang had gone a doen paces past them he 
reared and backed away from something 
that lay upon the ground. 

Lolita knelt and caught her breath as 
her hand touched the hand of the strange 
girl. It was warm, and she raised her 
head upon her lap. The blue eyes opened 
wonderingly. 

“It was such a long way, and I could 
not find them,” she said faintly. “You 
did not know it was so far, did you?” 

Lolita pressed a kiss on the hand 
she held. It was a white, dainty hand. No 
wonder Lindell loved it. She helped her 
up on the saddle, and with one arm 
around her for support she’ guided the 
mustang back over the long stretches of 
sand and sun baked alkali on through 
the night until the lights at Manuelo's 
showed like fireflies against the sapphire 
darkness of the” skies. 

Manuelo could tell you the rest—how 
the two Americans returned at midnight 
and just as they were to lead the search 
for Lolita there came the three figures 
through the moonlight, and Lolita fell at 
Lindell's feet. 

“I bring her back to you,” she said 
pleadingly. But it was Norris who sprang 
to thé stranger's side with a glad cry, 
and Lindell held the Mexican girl in his 
arms there before them all and told her 
she was all fm all to him. 

So that is why it is Lindell’s Rest 
now, and if you stop there on your way 
to the fort or to San Luis old Manuelo 
will tell you how it happened over a lit- 
tle glass of the deep red Mexican wine 
he loves and bid you shake hands with 
his handsome son-in-law. And if you 
are courteous and pleasant Lolita will 
flash a smile up at you from under her 
long, dark lashes. 

And Lindell? He !s perfectly happy 
and full of a gay. careless content that 


“Not for a year,”’ said the other softly. | comes but seldom to a man in this world, 
“We had only been married a few months ;It comes with the ‘moonlight and the 
when he went away. It seemed better, | music down there—and Lolita. 
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the public. I have not access to the or- 
dinance governing such cases, but 
are certain conditions which ought to be 


there | 


insisted upon, whether they are now em-_| 


bodied in an ordinance or not. 


First—The owner of the building to be | 


moyed should specify the greatest width 
and height of the building, the location to 
which it is to be moved and the route de- 
sired to be taken. 

Second—The maximum height and width 
of buildings tobe moved through streets of 
specified widths should be prescribed— 
such maximum being fixed to insure pro- 
tection ot shade trees, etc.—buildings ex- 
ceding the maximum to be cut and moved 
in sections if at all. 

Third—Owner or contractor to give bond 
to indemnify for any damages to property 
by such mcving. Also, time limit to be 
fixed within which the removal must be 
completed, with forfeit for delay. 

Fourth—Permit to be refused at discre- 
tion when public convenience demands. 

Such provisions would work no hardship 
because in nearly all cases these remo- 
vals are of buildings which are sold to 
make ,way for permanent improvements, 
and are bought on speculation. An in- 
tending purchaser could ascertain whether 
he could get a removal permit, the cost of 
removal, etc., and if perrhit should be re- 
fused or expense and liability prove too 
great, he need not embark in the specula- 
tion. J . —Z. P. V. 


A Soclallst on Soctalism. 
To the Editor of The Journal. 


An article on the socialist movement 
that appeared in The Journal of the 
22d ultimo disclosed at least two interest- 
ing facts, namely, that the rising tide of 
socialism in America and Europe can not 
longer be ignored by its opponents, and 
that the writer of said article has a very 
crude idea of th actual principles on 
which socialism is based. The socialist 
republic is a theoretical form of industrial 
organization whose practicability remains 
to be demonstrated. Is that a cause for 
objectién to’the movement? [If so, please 
name some ferm of government or or- 
ganization that exists to-day or ever did 
exist, which was not once a theory in the 
minds of men! very move ferward in 
the world's history has been made, not by 
the assistance of the dominant class, but 
in Spite of it; therefore, the opposition 
encountered from the beneficiaries of our 
present system is no argument against the 
final triumph of socialism. The socialist 
forms his opinions, not through ignorance 
of the peculiarities that exist in human 
natbre, but as a result of carefully study- 
ing..those. peculiarities. He deals chiefly 


with the industrial question and pute 
forth the far from utopian demand, 
that those who do the world’s work (of 
brawn agd brain) must own and control 
the weglth they create. Under the pres- 
ent industrial system, three-fourths of 
what the useful werker produces is taken 
from him and “divided up’’ amongst the 
idle non-producers, who in a large ma- 
jority pose as th patricians of modern 
society. The socialist refuses to be per- 
suaded by"any amount of palaver that 
our present industrial arrangement con- 
stitutes the acme of perfection. The con- 
ditions surrounding him he finds to be as 
follows; Given a nation of nearly 80,600,- 
000 people, who have been endowed by 
nature with rarest gifts of forest, mine 
adn prairie, possessed of energy and abll- 
ity to make the most of those gifts, 
equipped with machinery that has added 
a hundred fold to the productive power of 
the workers as compared to the toilers of 
a century ago, with a reputation for ine 
dustry that threatens to deluge the mar- 
kets of the old world with our ‘‘surplus 
products” and still the voice of labor is 
heard from the hills of Pennsylvania and 
the valleys of the south, from factory 
town and tenement sweatshop, asking for 
a wage sufficient to feed, clothe and edu- 
cate the children, that the men and wom- 
en of the future may be worthy of‘ the 
land that gave them birth! d 
We have in addition to the industrial 
army who are engaged in making things, 
two varieties of tramps who are engaged 
in taking things that others have made, 
Everyone is familliar with the Weary Wil- 
He type.’ who slouch up to the back doar 
for a cold handout, tour the country on a 
brakebeam and sleep in the fence corner, 
Unions and lockouts concern him not. 
He is an industrial rebel on perpetual 
strike, a product of the times drifting 
along the social stream. Then we have 
the gentleman tramp, whose excursions 
to the gambling tables of Europe sets all 
flunkeydom agog. There do we find the 
partakers of Seeley dinners and patrons 
of Bradley-Martin balls, ransacking the 
joints of the orient for some novelty on 
which to squander the wealth filched from 
American labor. Is it any wonder that 
an intelligent move by the workers to rid 
themselves of those social parasites should 
grow with surprising rapidity even in the 
face of a hostile press? 

Able editors may flippantly assert that 
socialism is an impractical dream, wise- 
acres may shake their knowing heads, 
hut the tide of time bears the human race 
on its broad bosom to the peaceful harbor 
of the co-operative commonwealth. 


—N. J. Sullivan, 
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I said I had better go, regards, nice to base seen her. 

She said really it uns useless, she would never tell, but on 

2^7 



the other hand, after all—^"Do you really want to know who 
it was? Well, it was—” 

And softly, confidentially, arching her thin eyebrows and 
puclcering her parched lips, she emitted a little mocl^gly, 
somewhat fastidiously, not untenderly, in a land of muted 
whistle, the name that the astute reader has guessed long ago. 

Waterproof. Why did a flash from Hourglass Lake cross my 
consciousness? I, too, had known it, without knowing it, afl 
along. There was no shock, no surprise. Quietly the fusion took 
place, and everjihing fell into order, into the pattern of 
branches that I have woven throughout this memoir with the 
express purpose of having the ripe fruit fall at the right mo¬ 
ment; yes, with the express and perverse purjmse of rendering 
—she was talking but I sat melting in my golden peace—of 
rendering that golden and monstrous peace through the satis¬ 
faction of logical recognition, which my most mimical reader 
should experience now. 

She was, as I say, talking. It now came in a relaxed flow. He 
was the only man she had ever been crazy about. What about 
Dick? Oh, Dick was a lamb, they were quite happy together, 
but she meant something different. And I had never counted, 
of course? 

She considered me as if grasping all at once the incredible—• 
and somehow tedious, confusing and unnecessary—fact that 
the distant, elegant, slender, forty-year-old valetudinarian in 
velvet coat sitting beside her had known and adored every 
pore and follicle of her pubescent body. In her washed-out 
gray eyes, strangely spectacled, our poor romance was for a 
moment reflect^ pondered upon, and dismissed like a doll 
party, like a rainy picnic to which only the dullest botes had 
come, like a hmndrum exercise, like a bit of dry mud caking 
her childhood, 

I just managed to jerk my knee out of the range of a sketchy 
tap—one of her acquired gestures. 

She asked me not to be dense. The past was the past I had 
been a good fether, she guessed—granting me that. Proceed, 
Dolly Schiller. 

Well, did I know that he had known her mother? That he 
was practically an old friend? That he had visited with his 
uncle in Ramsdale?—oh, years ago—and spoken at Mother's 
club, and had tugged and pulled her, DoHy, by her bare arm 
onto his lap in front of everybody, and kissed her face, she 
v?as ten and furious with him? Did I know he had seen me and 
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her at the inn where he was writing the very play she was to 
rehearse in Beardsley, two years later? Did I know—It bad 
been horrid of her to sidetrack me into believing that Clare 
was an old female, maybe a relative of his or a sometime life- 
mate—and oh, what a dose shave it had been when the Wace 
Journal carried his picture. 

The Briceland Gazette had noL Yes, very amusing. 

Yes, she said, this world was just one gag after another, if 
somebody wrote up her life nobody would ever believe it. 

At this point, there came brisk homey sounds from the 
kitchen into which Dick and Bill had lumbered in quest of ! 
beer. Through the doorway they noticed the visitor, and Dick 
entered the parlor. | 

“Dick, this is my DadI” cried Dolly in a resounding violent ! 
voice that struck me as totally strange, and new, and cheerful, ] 
and old, and sad, because the young fellow, veteran of a re- j 
mote war, was hard of hearing. 

Arctic blue eyes, black hair, ruddy cheeks, unshaven chin. 

We shook hands. Discreet Bill, who evidently took pride in 
working w'onders with one hand, brought in the beer cans 
he had opened. Wanted to withiaw. The exquisite courtesy ! 
of simple folks. Was made to stay. A beer ad. In point of fact, | 
I preferred it that way, and so did the Schillers. I switched to j 

the jittery rocker. Aridly munching, Dolly plied me with j 

marshmallows and potato chips. The men looked at her fr tgile, j 
hileux, diminutive, old-worl^ youngish but sickly, father in j 
velvet coat and beige ve^ maybe a viscount. | 

They were under the impression I had come to stay, and ; 
Dick with a great wrinkling of brows that denoted difficult \ 

thought, suggested DoHy and he might sleep in the kitchen | 

on a spare mattress. I waved a light hand and told Dolly who | 

transmitted it by means of a special shout to Dick that I had 
merely dropped in on my way to Readsburg where I was to 
be entertained by some friends and admirers. It was then no¬ 
ticed that one of the few' thumbs remaining to Bill was bleed¬ 
ing (not such a wonder-worker after all). How womanish and 
somdiow never seen that way before was the shadowy division 
between ber pale breasts when she bent down over the man’s 
hand! She took him for repairs to the kitchen. For a few 
minutes, three or four little eternities which positively veiled ? 
with artificial warmth, Dick and I remained alone. He sat on 
a hard chair rubbing his forelimbs and frowning. I had an idle 
urge to squeeze out the blackheads on the wings of his per- 
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each other. He guessed he would be seeing me before I left 
Why do those people guess so much and shave so litde, and 
are so disdainful of hearing aids? i 

"Sit down,” she said, audibly striking her flanks with her j 
palms. I relapsed into the bla^ rocker. j 

"So you betrayed me? Where did you go? Where is he ! 
ncrft’7” . j 

She took from tire mantelpiece a concave ^ossy snapshot j 
Old woman in white, stout, beaming, bowlegged, very short j 
dress; old man in his shirtsleeves, drooping mustache, svatch j 
chain. Her in-laws. Living with Dick’s brother’s family in j 
Juneau. , j 

"Sure you don’t want to smoke?” j 

She uas smoking herself. First time I saw her doing it ^ 
Strong vezboten under Humbert the Terrible. Gracefully, in j 
a blue mist, Charlotte Haze rose from her gras-e. I would find 
him through Uncle Ivory if she refused. j 

"Betrayed you? No.” She directed the dart of her cigarette, | 
index rapidly tapping upon it toward the hearth exactly as her | 
mother used to do, and then, like her mother, oh my God, i 

with her fingernail scratched and removed a fragment of j 

dprette paper from her undedip. No. She had not betrayed 1 
me. I was among friends. Edusa bad warned ber that Cue ! 

liked little girk, had been almost I'afled once, in fact (nice i 

fact), and be knew she knew. Yes . . . Elbow in palm, pu6, i 

smile; exhaled smoke, darting gesture. Waxing reminiscent. i 
He saw—smiling—through es-erj'thing and e\-etybody, because ‘ 
he was not like me and her but a genius. A great guy. Full of 1 
fun. Had rocked with laughter when she confessed about me 
and her, and said he bad thought so. It was quite safe, under 
the circumstances, to tell him ... 

Well, Cue—the}' all called him Cue— 

Her camp five years ago. Curious coincidence— . . . took 
her to a dude ranch about a day’s drive from Elephant (El- 
phinstone). Named? Oh, some silly name—Duk Duk Ranch 
—^you know just plain silly—but it did not matter now, any¬ 
way, because the place had sanished and disintegrated. Really, 
she meant, I could not imagine how utterly lush that ranch 
was, she meant it had e\-cr}-fiiing but cs-cr^ibing. c\'cn an in¬ 
door watcrfalL Did I remember the redhaired guy we ("we” 
was good) had once had some tennis with? Well, the place 
really belonged to Red’s brother, but he had turned it over to 
Cue for the summer. \S^cn Cue and she came, the others had 
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lihem actually go through a coronation ceremony and then— 
a terrific ducking, as when you cross the Equator. You know. 

Her eyes rolled in synthetic r^gnation. 

"Go on, please." 

Well. Tlie idea was he would take her in September to 
Hollywood and arrange a tryout for her, a bit part in the ten¬ 
nis-match scene of a movie picture based on a play of his— 
Golden Guts—and perhaps even have her double one of its 
sensational starlets on the Klieg-struck tennis court. Alas, it 
never came to that. 

"Where is the hog now?" 

He was not a hog. He was a great guy in many respects. But 
it was all drink and drugs. And, of course, he was a complete 
freak in sex matters, and his friends were his slaves. I just 
could not imagine (I, Humbert, could not imaginel) what 
they an did at Duk Duk Ranch. She refused to i^e part be¬ 
cause she loved him, and he threw her out. 

‘What things?” 

"Oh, weird, filthy, fancy things. I mean, he had two girls 
and two boys, and thtee or four men, and the idea was for ^ 
of us to tangle in the nude while an old woman took movie 
pictures.” (Sade’s Justine was twelve at the start). 

‘What things exactly?” 

"Oh, things .. . Oh, I—realy I”—she uttered the "I” as a 
subdued cry while she listened to the source of the ache, and 
for-kck of words spread the five fingers of her angularly up- 
and-down-moving hand. No, she gave it up, she refused to go 
into particulars with that baby inside her. 

That made sense. 

“It is of no importance now,” she said pounding a gray 
cushion with her fist and then lying back, belly up, on the 
divan. “Crazy things, filthy tilings. I said no. I’m just not 
going to [she used, in all insouciance really, a disgusting slang 
term which, in a literal French translation, would be souffler] 
your beastly boys, because I want only you. Well, he kicked 
me out” 

There was not much else to teB. That winter 1949, Fay and 
she had found jobs. For almost two years she had—oh, just 
drifted, oh, doing some restaurant work in small places, and 
then she had met Dick. No, she did not know where the other 
was. In New York, she guessed. Of course, he was so famous 
she would have found him at once if she had wanted. Fay 
had tried to get back to the Ranch—and it just was not there 
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any more—had burned to the ground, nothing remained, 
just a charred heap of rubbish. It "was so strange, so strange— 

She closed her eyes and opened her mouth, leaning back on 
the cushion, one felted foot on the floor. TTie wooden floor 
slanted, a little steel ball would have rolled into the kitchen. 
I knew all I wanted to know. I had no intention of torturing 
my darling. Somewhere beyond Bill's shack an afterwork radio 
had begun singing of foUy and fate, and there she was with 
her ruined loo& and her adult, rope-veined narrow hands and 
her gooseflesh white arms, and her shallow ears, and her un¬ 
kempt armpits, there she rvas (my Lolital), hopelessly worn 
at seventeen, with that baby, dreaming already in her of be¬ 
coming a big shot and retiring around 2020 a.d. —and I looked 
and looked at her, and knew as clearly as I know I am to die, 
that I loved her more than anything I had ever seen or 
imagined on earth, or hoped for anywhere else. She was only 
the faint violet whiflt and dead leaf echo of the nymphet I had 
rolled myself upon with such cries in the past; an echo on the 
brink of a russet ravine, with a far uuod under a white sky, 
and brown leaves cholang the brook, and one last cricket in 
the crisp weeds . . . but thank God it v-us not that echo 
alone that I worshiped. What I used to pamper among the 
tangled vines of my heart, mon grand p€ch.6 radfeux, had 
dwindled to its essence: sterile and selfish vice, all that I can¬ 
celed and cursed. You may jeer at me, and threaten to clear 
the court, but until I am pgged and half-throttled, I will 
shout my poor truth. I insist the world know hov.' much I 
lored my Lolita, this Lolita, pale and polluted, and big with 
another’s child, but still gray-ej'ed, still soot>'-lashed, stiH 
auburn and almond, stiH Carmencita, stiH mine; Changeons 
de vie, ma Carmen, aUons \ivre quelgue part oil nous ne serons 
jamais s6pax6s; Ohio? The wilds of Massachusetts? No mat¬ 
ter, e\'en if those eyes of hers would fade to myopic fish, and 
her m’pples swell and crack, and her lorely young velvet}’ 
delicate delta be tainted and tom—es’en then I would go mad 
with tenderness at the mere sight of your dear wan face, at the 
mere sound of yxiur raucous young voice, my Lolita. 

"Lolita,” I said, "this may be neither here nor there but I 
hare to say it Life is s'ery short From here to that old car 
5*00 know so well there is a stretch of t\\’cntv', twcnt>’-five 
paces. It is a very short wall:. Make those twcnt}’-fi\’e steps. 
Nov,'. Right now. Come just as you are. And we shall lire 
happily e\’er after.” 
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Carmen, voulez-vous venir avec moi? 

“You mean,” she said opening her eyes and raising herself 
shghtly, file snahe that may strike, “you mean you will give us 
[us] that money only if I go with you to a motel. Is that,what 
you mean?” 

“No,” I said, “you got it all wrong. I want you to leave 
your incidental Dick, and this awful hole, and come to live 
with me, and die with me, and everything with me” (words 
to that effect). 

“You’re crazy,” she said, her features working. 

“Thinlc it over, Lolita. There are no strings attached. Ex¬ 
cept, perhaps—^weU, no matter.” (A reprieve, I wanted to 
say ljut did noL) “Anyway, if you refuse you will still get 
your . . . trousseau” 

“No kidding?” asked Dohy. 

I handed her an envelope with four hundred dollars in cash 
and a check for three thousand six hundred more. 

Gingerly, uncertainly, she received mon petit cadeau; and 
then her forehead became a beautiful pink. “You mean,” she 
said, with agonized emphasis, “you are giving us four thousand 
bucks?” I covered my face with my hand and broke into the 
hottest tears I had ever shed. I felt them winding through my 
fingers and down my chin, and burning me, and my nose got 
clogged, and I could not stop, and then,she touched my wrist. 

“I'll die if you touch me,” I said. “You are sure you are not 
coming with me? Is there no hope of your coming? Tell me 
only this.” 

“No,” she said. “No, honey, no.” 

She had never called me honey before. 

“No,” she said, “it is quite out of the question. I would 
sooner go back to Cue. I mean —” 

She groped for words, I supplied them mentally (“He broke 
my heart. You merely broke my life”). 

“I think,” she went on—“oops”—the envelope skidded to 
riie floor—she picked it up—^“I think it’s oh utterly grand of 
you to give us all that dough. It settles everything, we can 
start next week. Stop crying, please. You should understand. 
Let me get you some more beer. Oh, don’t cry. I'm so sorry 
I cheated so much, but that’s the way things are.” 

I wiped my face and my fingers. She smiled at the cadeau. 
She exulted. She wanted to call Dick. I said I would have to 
leave in a moment, did not want to see hfm at aH, at aH. We 
tried to think of some subject of conversation. For some rea¬ 
son, I kept seeing—^it trembled and silkily glowed on my damp 
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retina—a radiant child of twelve, sitting on a threshold, 
"pinging” pebbles at an empty can. I almost said—trying to 
find some casual remark—wonder sometimes what has be¬ 
come of the little McCoo girl, did she ever get better?”—but 
stopped in time lest she rejoin: “I wonder sometimes what has 
become of the little Haze girl..Finally, I reverted to money 
matters. That sum, I said, represented more or less the net 
rent from her mother's house; she said: "Had it not been sold 
years ago?” No (I-admit I had told her this in order to sever 
all connections with R.); a lawyer would send a full account 
of the financial situation later; it was rosy; some of the small 
securities her mother had owned had gone up and up. Yes, 
I was quite sure I had to go. I had to go, and find him, and 
destroy him. 

Since I would not have survived the touch of her lips, I 
kept retreating in a mincing dance, at every step she and her 
belly made toward me. 

She and the dog saw me off. I was surprised (this a rhetorical 
figure, I was not) that the sight of the old car in which she 
had ridden as a child and a nymphet, left her so very indiffer¬ 
ent All she remarked was it was getting sort of purplish about 
the giUs. I said it was hers, I could go by bus. She said don’t 
be sUly, they would fly to Jupiter and buy a car there. I said 
I would buy this one from her for five hundred dollars. 

"At this rate we’ll be millionnaires next” she said to the 
ecstatic dog. 

Caimencita, lui demandais-je . . . "One last word,” I said 
in my horrible careful English, “are you quite, quite sure that 
—well, not tomonow, of course, and not after tomorrow, 
but—^well—some day, any day, you will not come to live with 
me? I will create a brand new God and thank him with 
piercing cries, if you give me that microscopic hope” (to that 
effect). 

*|No,” she said smiling, "no.” 

“It would have made all the difference,” said Humbert 
Humbert 

Then I pulled out my automatic—mean, this is the land 
of a fool thing a reader might suppose I did. It never even 
occurred to me to do it 

“Good by-ayel” she chante<h my American sweet immortal 
dead love; for she is dead and immortal if j-ou are reading this. 
I mean, such is the formal agreement with the so-called 
authorities. 

Then, as I dro\e away, I heard her shout in a vibrant voice 
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to her Dick; and the dog started to lope alongside my car 
lie a fat dolphin, but he too heavy and old, and very soon 
gave up. 

And presently I was driving through the drizzle of the 
dying day, with the windshield wipers in full action but un¬ 
able to cope with my tears. 



Leaving as i bid Coalmont around four in the afternoon 
(by Route X—I do not remember the number), I might have 
made Ramsdale by dawn had not a short-cut tempted me. 
I had to get onto Highway Y, My map showed quite blandly 
that just beyond Woodbine, which I reached at nightfall, I 
could leave paved X and reach paved Y by means of a trans¬ 
verse dirt road. It was only some forty miles long according 
to my map. Otherwise I would have to follow X for another 
hundred miles and then use leisurely looping Z to get to Y 
and my destination. However, the short cut in question got 
worse and worse, bumpier and bumpier, muddier and muddier, 
and when I attempted to turn back after some ten miles of 
purblind, tortuous and tortoise-slow progress, my old and weak 
Melmoth got stuck in deep clay. All was dark and muggy, and 
hopeless. My headlights hung over a broad ditch full of water. 
The surrounding country, if any, was a black wildemess. I 
sought to extricate myself but my rear wheels only whined 
in slosh and anguish. Cursing my plight, I took off my fancy 
clothes, changed into slacks, pulled on the buhet-riddled 
sweater, and waded four miles back to a roadside farm. It 
started to rain on the way but I had not the strength to go 
back for a mackintosh. Such incidents have convinced me that 
my heart is basically sound despite recent diagnoses. Around 
midnight, a wrecker dragged my car out. I navigated back to 
Highway X and traveled on. Utter weariness overtook me an 
hour later, in an anonymous little town. I pulled up at the 
curb and in darkness drank deep from a friendly flask. 

The rain had been cancelled miles before. It was a black 
warm night, somewhere in Appalachia. Now and then cars 
passed me, red tail-lights receding, white headlights advano 
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ing, "but the town was dead. Nobody stTohed and laughed 
on the sidewalks as relaxirig burghers would in sweet, mellow, 
lotting Europe. I was alone to enjoy the innocent night and 
my terrible thoughts. A wire teceptade on the curb was very 
particular about acceptable contents: Sweepings. Paper. No 
Garbage, Sherry-red letters of li^t marked a Camera Shop. 
A large thermometer with the name of a laxative quietly 
dwelt on the front of a drugstore. Rubinov's Jewelry Com¬ 
pany had a display of artificial diamonds reflected in a red 
mirror. A h'ghtrf green clock swam in the linenish depth of 
Jiffy Jeff Laundry. On the other side of the street a garage 
said in its sleep—genuflexion lubridty; and corrected itself to 
Gulflex Lubrication. An airplane, also gemmed by Rubino\', 
passed, droning, in the velvet hea\-ens. How many small 
dead-of-ni^t towns I had seenl This was not yet the last. 

Let me dally a little, he is as good as destroyed. Some way 
further across the street, neon li^ts flickered twice slower 
than my'heart; the outline of a restaurant sign, a large coffee¬ 
pot, kept bursting, er'ery full second or so, into emerald life, 
and every time it went out, pink letters sa>mg Fine Foods 
relayed it, but the pot could still be made out as a latent 
shadow teasing the eye before its next emerald resurrection. 
We made shadowgraphs. This furtive burg was not far from 
The Enchanted Hunters. I was weeping again, drunk on the 
impossible past 


At this sot-irAWY stop for refresbments between Coalmont 
and Ramsdale (between innocent Dolly Schiller and joral 
Unde Ivor), I rm'ewed my case. With the utmost simplidt>' 
and clarity I nmv saw myself and my love. Previous attempb 
seemed out of focus in comparison. A couple of years before, 
under the guidance of an intelligent French-speaking con¬ 
fessor, to whom, in a moment of metaphysical curiosity, I had 
turned over a Protestant’s drab atheism for an old-fashioned 
popish cure, I had hoped to deduce from my sense of sin the 
wistcnce of a Supreme Being. On those frosty mornings in 
rime-laced Quebec, the good priest worked on me with the 




finest tenderness and understanding. I am infinitely obliged 
to him and; the great Institution he represented. Alas, I was 
unable to transcend the simple human fact that whatever 
spiritual solace I might find, whatever lithophanic eternities 
might be provided for me, nothing could make my Lolita for¬ 
get the foul lust I had inflicted upon her. Unless it can be 
proven to me—to me as I am now, today, with my heart and 
my beard, and my putrefaction—that in the infinite run it 
does not matter a jot that a North American girl-child named 
Dolores Haze had been deprived of her childhood by a 
maniac, unless this can be proven (and if it can, then life 
is a joke), I see nothing for the treatment of my misery but 
the melancholy and very local palliative of articulate art 
To quote an old poet: 

The moral sense in mortals is the duty 

We have to pay on mortal sense of beauty. 


There was the day, during our first trip—our first circle of 
paradise—when in order to enjoy my phantasms in peace I 
firmly decided to ignore what I could not help perceiving, the 
fact that I was to her not a boy friend, not a glamour man, not 
a pal, not even a person at all, but just two eyes and a foot of 
engorged bravra—to mention only mentionable matters. 
There was the day when having withdrawn the functional 
promise I had made her on the eve (whatever she had set her 
funny little heart on—a roller rink with some special plastic 
floor or a movie matinee to which she wanted to go alone), 
I happened to glimpse from the bathroom, through a chance 
combination of minor aslant and door ajar, a look on her face 
. . , that look I cannot exactly describe ... an expression 
of helplessness so perfect that it seemed to grade into one of 
rather comfortable inanity just because this was the very 
limit of injustice and frust^tion—and every limit presup¬ 
poses something beyond it—Whence the neutral illumination. 
And when you bear in mind that these were the raised eye¬ 
brows and parted lips of a child, you may better appreciate 

258 


wliat depths of calcnlated carnality, what reflected despair, 
restrained me from faHing at her dear feet and dissohing in 
human tears, and sacrificing my jealousy to whatever pleasure 
Lolita might hope to derive from mixing with dirty and 
dangerous children in an outside world that was real to her. 

And I have still other smothered memories, now unfolding 
themselves into limbless monsters of pain. Once, in a sunset¬ 
ending street of Beardsley, she turned to little ^-a Rosen (I 
was feddng both nymph^ to a concert and waBdng behind 
them so close as almost to touch them with my person), she 
turned to Eva, and so very serenely and seriously, in answer 
to something the other had said about its beiug better to die 
dian hear Milton Pinsld, some local schoolboy she knew, talk 
about music, my Lolita remarked: 

“You know', what's so dreadful about dying is that you are 
completely on your own"; and it struck me, as my automaton 
knees went up and down, that I simply did not know a thing 
about my darling's mind and that quite possibly, behind the. 
awful juvenile clichds, there was in her a garden and a twilight, 
and a palace gate—dim and adorable regions which happened 
to be lucidly and absolutely forbidden to me, in my polluted 
rags and miserable convulsions; for I often noticed that linng 
as we did, she and I, in a world of total e\Tl, we would be¬ 
come strangely embarrassed whenever I tried to discuss some¬ 
thing she and an older friend, she and a parent, she and a real 
healSiy sweetheart, I and Aimabel, Lohta and a sublime, puri¬ 
fied, analyzed, deified Harold Haze, might have discussed— 
an abstrart idea, a painting, stippled Hopkins or shorn Baude¬ 
laire, God or Shakespeare, anything of a genuine kind. Good 
willl She would mail her \-ulnerability in trite brashness and 
boredom, whereas I, using for my desperately detached com¬ 
ments an artificial tone of voice that set my own last teeth on 
edge, provoked my audience to such outbursts of rudeness 
as made any further conversation impossible, oh my poor, 
bruised child. 

I lo\'ed you. I was a pentapod monster, but I loved you, I 
was di^icable and brutal, and turpid, and everything, mais jc 
t'afmais, je t’aimais! And there were times when I knew how 
you fdt, and it was hell to know it, my little one. Lolita girl, 
brave Dolly Schiller. 

I recall certain moments, let us call them icebergs in para¬ 
dise, when after haring had my fill of her—after fabulous, 
msanc exertions that left me limp and axure-baned—I would 
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gather her in my arms with, at last, a mute moan of human 
tenderness (her shin glistening in the neon light coming from 
the paved court through the slits in the blind, her soot-black 
lashes matted, her grave gray eyes more vacant than ever—for 
all the world a little patient stiU in the confusion of a drug 
after a major operation)—^and the tenderness would deepen 
to shame and despair, and I would lull and rock my lone light 
Lolita in my marble arms, and moan in her warm hair, and 
caress her at random and mutely ask her blessing, and at the 
peak of this human agonized selfless tenderness (with my 
soul actually hanging around her naked body and ready to 
repent), all at once, ironically, horribly, lust would swell 
again—and “oh, no,” Lolita would say wilJi a sigh to heaven, 
and the next moment the tenderness and the azme—aU would 
be shattered. 

Mid-twentieth century ideas concerning child-parent rela¬ 
tionship have been considerably tainted by the scholastic 
rigmarole and standardized symbols of the psychoanalytic 
racket, but I hope I am addressing myself to unbiased readers. 
Once when Avis’s father had honked outside to signd papa 
had come to take his pet home, I felt obliged to invite him 
into the parlor, and he sat down for a minute, and while we 
conversed. Avis, a heavy unattractive, affectionate child, drew 
up to him and eventuaUy perched plumply on his knee. Now, 
I do not remember if 1 have mentioned that Lohta always had 
an absolutely enchanting smile for strangers, a tender furry 
slitting of the eyes, a dreamy sweet radiance of all her features 
which did not mean a thing of course but was so beautiful, 
so endearing that one found it hard to reduce such sweetness 
to but a magic gene automatically lighting up her face in 
atavistic token of some ancient rite'of welcome—^hospitable 
prostitution, the coarse reader may say. Well, there she stood 
while Mr. Byrd twirled his hat and talked, and—yes, look how 
stupid of me, I have left out the main characteristic of the 
famous Lolita smile, namely: while the tender, nectared, 
dimpled brightness played, it was never directed at tte stranger 
in the room but hung in its own remote flowered void, so to 
speak, or wandered with myopic softness over chance objects 
—and this is what was happening now: while fat Avis sidled 
up to her papa, Lolita gently beamed at a fruit knife that 
she fingered on the edge of the table, whereon she leaned, 
many miles away from me. Suddenly, as Avis clung to her 
father’s neck and ear while, with a ciual arm, the man en- 
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•vdoped his Irnnpy and large offspring, I saw Lolita's smOe lose 
all its hght and become a frozen little shadow of itself, and the 
fruit knife slipped off the table and struck her with its silver 
handle a freak blow on the ankle which made her gasp, and 
crouch head forward, and then, jumping on one leg, her face 
awful with the preparatory grimace which children hold tfll the 
tears gush, she was gone—to be followed at once and con¬ 
soled in the kitchen by Avis who had such a wonderful fat 
pink dad and a small chubby brother, and a brand-new baby 
sister, and a home, and tw’o grinning dogs, and Lolita had 
nothing. And I have a neat pendant to that little scene—also 
in a Beardsley setting. Lolita, who had been reading near the 
fire, stretched herself and then inquired, her elbow up, with 
a grunt; ‘'Where is she buried anyway?” "Who?” "Oh, you 
know, my murdered mummy.” "And you know where her 
grave is,” I said controlling myself, whereupon I named the 
cemetery—just outside Ramsdale, between the railway tracks 
and Lakeview HiH. “Moreover,” I added, "the tragedy of such 
an accident is somewhat cheapened by the epithet you saw fit 
to apply to it If you really wish to triumph in your mind 
over the idea of death —" "Ray,” said Lo for hurray, and 
languidly left the room, and for a long while I stared with 
smarting eyes into the fire. Then I picked up her book. It 
was some trash for young people. There was a gloomy girl 
Marion, and there was her stepmother who turned out to be, 
against all expectations, a young, gay, understanding redhead 
who explained to Marion that Marion's dead mother had 
really been a heroic woman since she had dchhcratcly dis¬ 
simulated her great love for Marion because she was djing, 
and did not want her child to miss her. I did not rush up to 
her room with cries. I alwaja preferred the mental hygiene 
of noninterference. Now, squirming and pleading with my 
own memory, I recall that on this and similar occasions, it 
was always my habit and method to ignore Lolita's states of 
mind while comforting my own base self. \^'hen my mother, 
in a h'nd wet dress, under the tumbling mist (so I siridly 
imagined her), had run panting ecstatically np that ridge 
above Moulinet to be felled there by a thunderbolt, I was but 
an infant, and in retrospect no yearnings of the accepted land 
could I ever graft upon any moment of my youth, no matter 
how samgely psychotherapists heckled me in my bter periods 
of depression. But I admit tliat a man of my power of imagina¬ 
tion cannot plead penonal icnoiance of universal emotions, 
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I may also have relied too much on the abnormally chill rela¬ 
tions between Charlotte and her daughter. But the awful point 
of the whole argument is this. It had become gradually clear to 
my conventional Lolita during our singular and bestial cohabi¬ 
tation that even the most miserable of family lives was better 
than the parody of incest, which, in the long run, was the 
best I could offer the waif. 
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Ramsdaxe revisited. I approached it from the side of the 
lake. The sunny noon was aU eyes. As I rode by in my mud- 
flecked car, I could distinguish scintillas of diamond water 
between the far pines. I turned into the cemetery and walked 
among the long and short stone monuments. Bonzhur, Char¬ 
lotte. On some of the graves there were pale, transparent httle 
national flags slumped in the windless air under the ever¬ 
greens. Gee, Ed, that was bad luck—referring to G. Edward 
Grammar, a thirty-five-year-old New York office manager who 
had just been arrayed on a charge of murdering his thirty- 
three-year-old wife, Dorothy. Bidding for the perfect crime, 
Ed had bludgeoned his wife and put her into a car. The case 
came to hght when two county pohcemen on patrol saw Mrs. 
Grammar's new big blue Chrysler, an anniversary present from 
her husband, speeding crazily down a hill, just inside their 
jurisdiction (God bless our good copsi). The car sideswiped 
a pole, ran up an embankment covered with beard grass, i^d 
strawberry and cinquefoil, and overturned. The wheels were 
still gently spinning in the mellow sunhght when the officers 
removed Mrs. G.'s body. It appeared to be a routine highway 
accident at first. Alas, the woman’s battered body did not 
match up with only minor damage suffered by the car. I did 
better. 

I rolled on. It was funny to see again the slender v/hite 
church and the enormous elms. Forgetting that in an Amer¬ 
ican suburban street a lone pedestrian is more conspicious 
than a lone motorist, I left the car in the avenue to walk 
unobtrusively p^ 342 Lawn Street. Before the great blood¬ 
shed, I was entitled to a little relief, to a cathartic spasm of 
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mental regurgitation. Closed were the white shutters of the 
Junk mansion, and somebody had attached a found black 
velvet hair ribbon to the white for sale sign which was lean¬ 
ing toward the sidewalk. No dog barked. No gardener tele¬ 
phoned. No Miss Opposite sat on the vdned porch—^where 
to the lone pedestrian’s annoyance two pony-tailed young 
women in identical polka-dotted pinafores stopped doing 
whatever they were doing to stare at him: she long dead, 
no doubt, these might be her twin nieces from Philadelphia. 

Should I enter my old house? As in a Turgenev story, a tor¬ 
rent of Italian music came from an open window—that of the 
living room: what romantic soul was playing the piano where 
no piano had plunged and plashed on tbat bewitched Sunday 
with the sun on her beloved legs? All at once I noticed that 
from the lawn I had mown a golden-sldnned, brown-haired 
nymphet of nine or ten, in white shorts, was looking at me 
with wild fascination in her large blue-black ejes. I said some¬ 
thing pleasant to her, meaning no barm, an old-world com¬ 
pliment, what nice eyes you have, but she retreated in haste 
and the music stopj^ abruptly, and a violent-looking dark 
man, glistening wi4 sweat, came out and glared at me. I was 
on die point of identifying myself when, with a pang of dream- 
embarrassment, I became aware of my mud-caked dunprces, 
my filthy and tom sweater, my bristly chin, my bum’s blood¬ 
shot ej'Cs. Without saying a word, I turned and plodded back 
the way I had come. An aster-like anemic flower grew out 
of a remembered chink in the' sidewalk. Quietly resurrected. 
Miss Opposite was being wheeled out by her nieces, onto her 
porch, as if it were a stage and I the sto performer. Prajing 
she would not call to me, I hurried to my car. \\Tiat a steep 
little street. ^Vhat a profound avenue. A red ticket sl\owcd 
between wiper and windshield; I carefully tore it into two, 
four, eight pieces. 

Feeling I was losing my time, I drove energetically to the 
downtown hotel where I had arrived with a new bag more than 
five years before. I took a room, made two appointments by 
telephone, shaved, bathed, put on black clothes and went 
down for a'drink in the bar. Nothing had changed. The bar¬ 
room was suffused with the same dim, impossible gamet-red 
light that in Europe years ago went with low haunts, but here 
ineant a bit of atrnosphere in a family hotel. I sat at the same 
little table where at the verj- start of my stay, immediately 
after becoming Charlotte's lodger, I had thought fit to cele- 
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brate the occa^on by suavely sharing with her half a bottle 
of champagne, which had fatally conquered her poor brim¬ 
ming heart. As then, a moon-faced waiter was arranging with 
stellar care fifty sherries on a round tray for a wedding party. 
Murphy-Fantasia, this time. It was eight minutes to three. 
As I walked throu^ the lobby, I had to slart a group of ladies 
who with mille graces were taking leave of each other after a 
luncheon party. With a harsh cry of recognition, one jwunced 
upon me. She was a stout, short woman in pearl-gray, with a 
long, gray, slim plume to her small hat. It was Mrs. Chatfield. 
She attacked me with a fake smile, all aglow with evil curiosity. 
(Had I done to DoHy, perhaps, what Frank Lasalle, a fifty-year- 
old mechanic, had done to eleven-year-old Sally Homer in 
1948?) Very soon I had that avid glee well under control. She 
thought I was in California. How was—? With exquisite 
pleasure I informed her that my stepdaughter had just mar¬ 
ried a brilliant young mining engineer with a hush-hush job in 
the Northwest. She said she disapproved of such early mar¬ 
riages, she would never let her Phyllis, who was now eighteen— 

“Oh jes of course,’' I said quietly. “I remember PhyUis. 
Phyllis and Camp Q. Yes, of course. By the way, did she ever 
tell you how Charlie Holmes ddjauched there his inother’s 
little charges?” 

Mrs. Chatfield's already broken smile now disintegrated 
completely. 

“For shame,” she cried, “for shame, Mr. HumbertI The 
poor boy has just been killed in Korea.” 

I said didn’t she think “vient de,” with the infinitive, ex¬ 
pressed recent events so much more neatly than the English 
“just,” with the past? But I had to be trotting ofE, I said. 

There were o^y two blocks to Windmuller’s oflBce. He 
greeted me with a very slow, very enveloping, strong, searching 
grip. He thought I was in California. Had' I not lived at one 
time at Beardsley? His daughter had just entered Beardsley 
CoH^e. And how was —1 I gave all necessary information 
about Mrs. Schiller. We had a pleasant business conference. I 
walked out into the hot September sunshine a contented 
pauper. 

Now that everything had been put out of ihe way, I could 
dedicate myself freely to the main object of my visit to Rams- 
dale. In the methodical manner on which I have always prided 
myself, 1 had been keeping Clare QuHt/s face masked in my 
dark dungeon, where he was waiting for me to come with 
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barber and priest: “RdveiHez-vons, Laqueue, U est temps de 
moumr .1 ha\‘e no time right now to discuss the mnemoiu'cs 
of^ phj-siognomization—I am on my way to his unde and 
u^ug fct—but let me jot down this: I had presen'ed in 
the alcohol of a douded memory the toad of a face. In the 
course of a few glimpses, I had noticed its sligjht resemblance 
to a cheery and rather repulsive wine dealer, a relative of mine 
in Switze^ni With his dumbbells and stinldng tricot^ and 
fat hairy armsj and bald patch, and pig-faced servant-concu¬ 
bine, he was on the whole a harmless old rascal. Too harmless, 
in fact, to be confused mth my prey. In the state oflnind I 
now found myself, I had lost contact with Trapp’s image. It 
had become completely engulfed by the face of Clare Quflty—• 
as represented, with artistic precision, by an easeled photo¬ 
graph of him that stood on his unde’s desk. 

hi Beardsley, at the hands of charming Dr. Molnar, I had 
undergone a rather serious dental operation, retaining only a 
few upper and lower front teeth. The substitutes were depend¬ 
ent on a system of plates with an inconspicuous wire affair run¬ 
ning along my upper gums. The whole arrangement was a 
masterpiece of comfort, and my canines were in perfect health. 
However, to garnish my secret purpose with a plausible pretext, 
I told Dr. Quilty that, in hope of alleviating facial neuralgia, 
I had dedded to have all my teeth removed. \\Tiat would a 
complete set of dentures cost? How long wuuld the process 
^e, assuming we fixed our first appointment for some time 
in November? \Vhere was his famous nephew now? Would it 
be possible to hav-e them all out in one dramatic session? 

A white-smocked, gray-haired man, with a crew cut and the 
big fiat cheeks of a jiolitician. Dr. Qufity perched on the comer 
of his desk, one foot dreamfly and seductively rocking as he 
launched on a glorious loiig-rauge plan. He would first provide 
me with provisional pbtes until the gums settled. Then he 
would make me a permanent set. He would like to have a look 
at that mouto of mine. He wore perforated pied shoes. He had 
not visited with the rascal since 1946, but supposed he could 
he found at his ancestral home, Grimm Road, not far from 
Parldngton. It was a noble dream. His foot rocked, his gaxe 
was inspired. It would cost me around six hundred. He sug- 
gested he take measurements right away, and make the first set 
before starting operations. My mouth was to him a splendid 
cave full of priceless treasures, hut I denied him entrance. 

I said. "On second thoughts, I shall havre it all done 
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by Dr. Molnar. His price is bigber, but be is of course a much 
better dentist than you.” 

I do not know if any of my readers will ever have a cbance 
to say that. It is a delicious dream feeling. Clare's uncle re¬ 
mained sitting on the desk, still looking dreamy, but his foot 
had stopped push-rocking the cradle of rosy anticipation. On 
the other hand, his nurse, a skeleton-thin, faded girl, with the 
tragic eyes of unsuccessful blondes, rushed after me so as to 
be able to slam the door in my wake. 

Push the magazine into the butt. Press home until you hear 
or feel the magazine catch engage. Delightfully snug. Capacity: 
eight cartridges. Full Blued. Aching to be discharged. 


A GAS STATTON ATTENDANT in Parldngton explained to me very 
clearly how to get to Grimm Road. Wishing to be sure Quilty 
would be at home, I attempted to ring him up but learned that 
his private telephone had recently been disconnected. Did that 
mean he was gone? I started to drive to Grimm Road, twelve 
miles north of the town. By that time night had eli^nated 
most of the landscape and as I followed the narrow winding 
highway, a series of short posts, ghostly white, with reflectors, 
borrowed my own lights to indicate this or that curve. I could 
make out a dark valley on one side of the road and wooded 
slopes on the other, and in front of me, like derelict snow¬ 
flakes, moths drifted out of the blackness into my probing 
aura. At the twelfth mile, as foretold, a curiously hooded 
bridge sheathed me for a moment an^ beyond it, a white¬ 
washed rock loomed on the right, and a few car lengths further, 
on the same side, I turned off the highway up gravelly Grimm 
Road. For a couple of minutes all was dank, dark, dense forest 
Then, Pavor Manor, a wooden house with a turret, arose in a 
circular clearing. Its windows ^owed yellow and red; its drive 
v/as cluttered with half a dozen cars. I stopped in the shelter 
of the trees and abolished my lights to ponder the next move 
quietly. He would be surrounded by his henchmen and whores. 
I could not help seeing the inside of that festive and ram¬ 
shackle castle in terms of “Troubled Teens,” a story in one of 
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her magazines, \'ague “orgies," a sinister adult with pehele ci¬ 
gar, drugs, bodyguards. At least, he was there. I would return 
in the torpid morning. 

Gently I rolled back to town, in that old faithful car of 
mine which was serenely, almost cheerfully working for me. 
My Lolital There was still a three-year-old bobby pin of 
hers in the depths of the ^ove compartment. There was stiH 
that stream of pale moths ^phoned out of the mght by my 
headlights. Dark bams still propped themselves up here and 
there by the roadside. People were still going to tiie movies. 
While searching for night lodgings, I passed a drive-in. In 
a selenian glow, truly mystical in its contrast with the moonless 
and massire night, on a gigantic screen slanting away among 
dark drowsy fields, a thin phantom raised a gun, both he and 
his arm reduced to tremulous dishwater by the oblique angle 
of that receding wodd,—and the next moment a row of trees 
shut off the gesticulation. 
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I r.Err Iksomkia. Lodge next morning around eight and spent 
some time in Parldngton. Visions .of bungling the execution 
kept obsessing me. Thinking that perhaps the cartridges in the 
automatic had gone stale during a week of inactivity, I re¬ 
moved them and inserted a fresh batch. Such a thorough oD 
hath did I give Chum that now I could not get rid of the 
stuff. I han^ged him up with a rag, hke a maimed Umb, and 
used another rag to wrap up a handful of spare bullets. 

A thunderstorm accompanied me most of the way back to 
Grimm Road, but when I reached Pavor Manor, the sun was 
visible again, burning like a man, and the birds screamed in the 
drenched and steaming trees. The elaborate and decrepit house 
seemed to stand in a kind of daze, reflecting as it were my own 
sta^ for I could not help realizing, as my feet touched the 
springy and insecure ground, that I had overdone the alcoholic 
stimulation business. 

A guardedly ironic silence answered my beH. The garage, 
howev'cr, ras loaded ssi'th his car, a bbek convertible for the 
nonce. I tried the knocker. Re-nobody. With a petulant sniri, 
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I pushed the front door—and, how nice, it swung open as in 
a medieval fairy tale. Having softly closed it behind me, I made 
my way across a spacious and very ugly haH; peered into an ad¬ 
jacent drawing room; noticed a number of used glasses growing 
out of the carpet; decided that, master was still asleep in the 
master bedroom. 

So I trudged upstairs. My right hand clutched- muffled 
Chum in my pocket, my left patted the sticky banisters. Of 
the three bedrooms I inspected, one had obviously been slept 
in that ni^t. There was a library full of flowers. There was a 
rather bare room with ample and deep mirrors and a polar bear 
skin on the slippery floor. There were still other rooms. A 
happy thought struck me. If and when master returned from 
his constitutional in the woods, or emerged from some secret 
lair, it might be wise for an unsteady gumnan with a long 
job before him to prevent his playmate from locking himself 
up in a room. Consequently, for at least five minutes I went 
about—^lucidly insane, crazily calm, an enchanted and very 
tight hunter—turning whatever keys in whatever locks there 
were and pocketing them with my free left hand. The house 
being an old one, had more planned privacy than have modem 
glamour-boxes, where the bathroom, the only lockable locus, 
has to be used for the furtive needs of planned parenthood. 

Speaking of bathrooms—I was about to visit a third one 
when master came out of it, leaving a brief waterfall behind 
him. The comer of a passage did not quite conceal me. Gray- 
faced, baggy-eyed, fluffily disheveled in a scanty balding way, 
but still perfectly recognizable, he swept by me in a purple 
bathrobe, very like one I had. He either did not notice me, or 
else dismissed me as some familiar and innocuous hallucina¬ 
tion—and, showing me his hairy calves, he proceeded, sleep¬ 
walker-wise, downstairs. I pocketed my last key and followed 
him into the entrance haU. He had half opened his mouth 
and the front door, to peer out through a suimy chink as one 
who thinks he has heard a half-hearted visitor ring and recede. 
Then, still ignoring the raincoated phantasm that had stopped 
in midstairs, master walked into a cozy boudoir across the hall 
from the drawing room, through which—taking it easy, know¬ 
ing he was safe—now went away from him, and in a bar- 
adomed kitchen gingerly unwrapped dirty Chum, taking care 
not to leave any oD stains on the chrome—I think I got the 
WTong product, it was black and awfully messy. In my usual 
meticulous way, I transferred naked Chum to a dean recess 
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about me and made for the little boudoir. My step, as I say, 
iras springy—too springy perhaps for success. But my heart 
pounded with tiger joy, and I crunched a.cocktail glass under-, 
foot 

Master met me in the Oriental parlor. 

"Now who are you?” he asked in a high hoarse voice, his 
hands thrust into his dressing-gown pockets, his ej'es .fixing’ a 
point to the northeast of my head. "Are you by any chance 
Brewster?” 

By now it was evident to everybody that he was in a fog and 
completely at my so-called mercy. I could enjoy myself. 

"TTiat’s right,” I answered suavely. "Je suis Monsieur Brus- 
t^re. Let ns chat for a moment before we start.” 

He looked pleased. His smudgy mustache twitched, I re¬ 
moved my raincoat. I was wearing a black suit, a black shirt, 
no tie. We sat down in two easy chairs. 

‘Tou know,” he said, scratching loudly his fleshy and gritty 
gray cheek and showing his small pearly teeth in a crooked 
grin, "you don’t look .l^e Jack Bren-ster. I mean, the resem¬ 
blance is not particularly striking. Somebody told me he had 
a brother svith the same telephone company.” 

To hare him trapped, after those years of repentance and 
nge ... To look at the black hairs on the back of his pudgy 
hands . . . To ^wander with a hundred eyes over his purple 
silks and hirsute chest foreglimpsing the punctures, and mess, 
and music of pain ... To know that this semi-animated, 
subhuman tricfeter who had sodomized my darling—oh, my 
darling, this nns intolerable bliss! 

"No, I am afraid I am neither of the Brewsten.” 

He cocked his head, looking more pleased than es’cr. 

"Guess again. Punch.” 

"Ah,” said Punch, “so j'ou ha\’e not come to bother me 
about those long-distance calls?” 

"You do mahe them once in a while, don’t }'ou7” 

"Excuse me?” 

I said I had said I thought he had said he had never— 

'Tcople,” he said, “people in general. I'm not accusing you, 
Brervstcr. but you know it's absurd the way people in\-adc this 
damned house m'thout es'cn knocking. The}' u.«c the rufcrTC, 
tlie\’ use the kitchen, thes’ use the telephone. Phil calls Phih- 
dclphia, Pat calls Patagonia. I refuse to pay. You ha%-c a funny 
accent, Captain.” 

“Quilt)',’’ I said, "do you recall a little girl caked Delores 
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Haze, Dolly Haze? Dolly called Dolores, Colo?” 

“Sure, she may have made those calls, sure. Any place. 
Paradise, Wash., Hell Canyon. Who cares?” 

“i do, Quflty. You see, I am her father.” 

“Nonsense,” he said. “You are not. You are some foreign 
literary agent. A Frenchman once translated my Proud Flesh 
as La Fiert6 de la Chair. Absurd.” 

“She was my child, Qurlty.” 

In the state he was in he could not really be taken aback 
by anything, but his blustering manner was not quite convinc¬ 
ing. A sort of wary inkling kindled his eyes into a semblance 
of life. They were immediately dulled again. 

“I’m very fond of children myself,” he said, “and fathers are 
among my best friends.” 

He turned his head away, looking for something. He beat 
his pockets. He attempted to rise from his seat. 

“Down!” I said—apparently much louder than I intended. 

‘Tou need not roar at me,” he complained in his strange 
feminine manner. “I just wanted to smoke. I'm dying for a 
smoke.” 

'Tou’re dying anyway.” 

“Oh, chucks,” he said. ‘Y'ou begin to. bore me. What do 
you want? Are you French, mister? WooBy-woo-boo-are? Let’s 
go to the barroomette and have a stiff— 

He saw the little dark weapon lying in my palm as if I were 
offering it to him. 

“Say!” he drawled (now imitating the underworld numb¬ 
skull of movies), “that’s a swell little gun you’ve got there. 
What d’you want for her?” ^ 

I slapped down his outstretched hand and he managed to 
knock over a box on a low table near him. It ejected a handful 
of cigarettes. 

“Here they are,” he said cheerfully. ‘Y’ou recall Kipling: 
une femme est une femme, mais un Caporal est une cigarette? 
Now we need matches.” 

“Quflty,” I said. “I want you to concentrate. You are going 
to die in a moment. The hereafter for all we know may be an 
eternal state of excruciating insanity. You smoked your last 
cigarette yesterday. Concentrate. Try to understand what is 
happening to you.” 

He kept taking the Drome cigarette apart and munching 
bits of it. 

"I am willing to try,” he said. ‘You are either Australian, or 
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a German refugee. Must you talk to me? This is a Gentile’s 
house, you know. Maybe, you’d better run along. And do stop 
demon^ting that gun. Fve an old Stem-Lugei in the music 
room." 

I pointed Chum at his slippered foot and crushed the trig¬ 
ger. It clicked. He looked at his foot, at the pistol, again at his 
foot I made another awful effort, and, with a ridiculously 
feeble and juveirile sound, it w'ent off. The bullet entered the 
thick pink rug, and I had the paralj-zing impression that it 
had merely trickled in and might come out again. 

"See what I mean?” said QuDty. "You should be a little 
more careful. Give me that, thing for Christ’s sake.” 

He reached for it. I pushed him back into the chair. The 
rich )oy was warring. It svas high time I destroyed him, but he 
must understand why he was being destroyed. His condition 
infected me, the weapon felt limp and clumsy in my hand. 

"Concentrate,” I said, "on the thought of Dolly Haze whom 
you kidnaped —” 

‘T did notl” he cried. "You’re all wet I sased her from a 
beastly pervert Show me your badge instead of shooting at my 
foot, you ape, you. Where is that badge? I'm not responsible 
for the rapes of others. Absurd! That joy ride, I grant you, was 
a sifly stunt but you got her back, didn’t jxiu? Come, lets have 
a drink” 

I asked him whether he wanted to be executed sitting or 
standing. 

"Ah, let me think,” he said. “It is not an easy question. In¬ 
cidentally—-I made a mistake. 'Wffrich I sincerely regret. You 
sec, I had no fun with your Dolly. 1 am practically impotent, 
to tell the melancholy truth. And I pve her a splendid suca- 
tion. She met some remarkable people. Do you happen to 
knov,'—” 

And nith a tremendous lurch he fell ah over me, sending 
the pistol hurtling under a chest of drav,-crs. Fortunately he 
was more impetuous than rigorous, and I had little difficulty 
in shoring him back into his chair. 

He puffed a little and folded his arms on his chest. 

"Now you’r'e done it," he said- ‘Wous voiJ^ dairs de beaux 
draps. mon \ieux.” 

His French wns improving. 

I looked around. Perhaps, if—^Perhaps I could—On my 
hands and knees? Risk it? 

"Alors, que fait-on?” he asked watching me dosely, 
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I stooped. He did not move. I stooped lower. 

“My dear sir/' he said, “stop trifling with life and death. I 
am a playwright. I have written tragedies, comedies, fantasies. 

I have made private movies out of Justine and other eight¬ 
eenth-century sexcapades. I’m the author of fifty-two successful 
scenarios, I know all the ropes. Let me handle this. There 
should be a poker somewhere, why don’t I fetch it, and then 
we’ll fish out your property.” 

Fussily, busybodily, cunningly, he had risen again while he 
talked. I groped under the chest trying at the same time to 
keep an eye on him. AH of a sudden I noticed that he had 
noticed that I did not seem to have noticed Chum protmding 
from beneath the other comer of the chesL We fell to 
wrestling again. We rolled all over the floor, in each other’s 
arms, like two huge helpless children. He was naked and goat¬ 
ish under his robe, and I felt suffocated as he rolled over me. I 
rolled over him. We rolled over me. They rolled over him. We 
rolled over us. 

In its published form, this book is being read, I assume, in 
the first years of 2000 aj). (1935 plus eighty or ninety, live 
long, my love); and elderly readers, will surely recall at this 
point the obligatory scene in the Westerns of their childhood. 
Our tussle, however, lacked the ox-stunning fisticuffs, the fly¬ 
ing furniture. He and I were two large dummies, stuffed with 
dirty cotton and rags. It was a silent, soft, formless tussle on the 
part of the two hterati, one of whom was utterly disorganized 
by a drug while the other was handicapped by a heart condition 
and too much gin. When at last I had possessed myself of my 
precious weapon, and the scenario writer had been reinstalled 
in his low chair, both of us were panting as the cowman and 
the sheepman never do after their battle. 

I decided to inspect the pistol—our sweat might have 
spoiled something—and regain my wind before proceeding to 
the main item in the program. To fill in the pause, I proposed 
he read his own sentence—in the poetical form I had given it 
The term “poetical justice” is one that may be most happily 
used in this respect I handed him a neat typescript, 

“Yes,” he said, “splendid idea. Let me fetch my reading 
glasses” (he attempted to rise). 

“No.” 

“Just as you say. Shall I read out loud?” 

‘Yes.” 

“Here goes. I see it’s in verse. 
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Because yon tool: adrantage of a sinner 
because you took advantage 
because you took 

because you took advantage of my disadvantage 

"That’s good, you know. That^s damned good.” 

. , . when I stood Adam-naked 

before a federal lavr and aH its stinging stars 

"Oh, grand stuffi” 

. . , Because you took advantage of a sin 
when I was helpless moulting moist and tender 
hoping for the best 

dreaming of marriage in a mountain state 
aye of a htter of Lolitas . . . 

"Didn't get that." 

Because you took advantage of my inner 
essential mnocence 
because you cheated me— 

"A little repetitious, what? Where was I?” 

Because you cheated me of my redemption 

because you took 

her at the age when lads 

play with erector sets 

"Getting smutty, eh?” 

a htde downy girl still wearing poppies 
stQl eating popcorn in the colored gloam 
where tawny Indians took paid croppers 
because you stole her 

from her wax-browed and dignified protector 

spitting into his heasy-lidded eye 

ripping his flas-id toga and at dawn 

leasing the hog to roll upon his new discomfort 

the awfulness of Im-c and violets 

remone despair while vou 





took a dull doll to pieces 
, and tlirew its head away 
because of aU you did 
because of all I did not 
you have to die 

“Well, sir, this is certainly a fine poem. Your best as far 
as I am concerned.” 

He folded and handed it back to me. 

I asked him if he had anything serious to say before dying. 
The automatic was again ready for use on the person. He 
looked at it and heaved a big sigh. 

“Now look here, Mac,” he said. “You are drunk and I am a 
sick man. Let us postpone the matter. I need quiet. I have to 
nurse my impotence. Friends are coming in the afternoon to 
take me to a game. This pistol-pacldng farce is becoming a 
frightful nuisance. We are men of the world, in everything— 
sex, free verse, marksmanship. If you bear me a grudge, I am 
ready to make unusual amends. Even an old-fashioned ren¬ 
contre, sword or pistol, in Rio or elsewhere—^is not excluded. 
My memory and my eloquence are not at their best today but 
really, my dear Mr. Humbert, you were not an ideal stepfather, 
and I did not force your little protdgde to join me. It was she 
made me remove her to a happier home. This house is not M 
modem as that ranch we shared with dear friends. But it is 
roomy, cool in summer and winter, and in a word comfortable, 
so, since I intend retiring to England or Florence forever, I 
suggest you move in. It is yours, gratis. Under the condition 
you stop pointing at me that [he swore disgustingly] gun. By 
the way, I do not know if you care for the bizarre, but if you 
do, I can offer you, also gratis, as house pet, a rather exciting 
little freak, a young lady with three breasts, one a dandy, this 
is a rare and delightful marvel of nature. Now soyons raison- 
nables. You will only wound me hideously and then rot in 
jail while I recuperate in a tropical setting. I promise you, 
Brewster, you wffl be happy here, with a magnificent cellar, 
and all the royalties from my next play—I have not much at 
the bank right now but I propose to borrow—^you know, as the 
Bard said, with that cold in his head, to borrow and to borrow 
and to borrow. There are other advantages. We have -here 
a most reliable and bribable charwoman, a Mrs. Vibrissa—• 
curious name—^who comes from the village twice a week, alas 
not today, she has daughters, granddaughters, a thing or two 
I know about the chief of police makes him my slave. I am a 
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playwright I have been called the American . Maeterlinck. 
Maeterlinck-Schmetterling, says I. Come'onl AH iiis is very y; 
humiliating, and I am not sure I am doing the right thing. 

Never use herculanita with rum. Now drop that pistol like 
a good fellow. I Imew your dear wife-slightly. You may use 
my wardrobe. Oh, anotiner thing—you are gomg to like this. I 
have an absolutely unique collection of erotica upstairs. Just 
to mention one item: the in folio de-luxe Bagration Island by L 
the explorer and psychoanalyst Melanie Weiss, a remarkable ji 
lady, a remarkable work—drop that gun—^with photographs 
of eight hundred and someth^g male organs she examined [: 
and measured in 1932 on Bagration, in the Barda Sea, very k 
illuminating graphs, plotted with love under pleasant skies— p 

drop that gun—and moreover I can arrange for you to attend ; 
executions, not everybody knows that the ch^ is painted V 
yellow —” - ij 

Feu. This time I hit something hard. I hit the back of a p 

black rocking chair, not unlike Dolly Schiller’s—^my bullet hit j; 

the inside surface of its back whereupon it immediately went i! 
into a rocking act, so fast and with such zest that any one . . pi 
coming into ttie room might have been flabbergasted by the i; 
double miracle: that chair rocking in a panic aH by itself and ; 
the armchair, where my purple target had just been, now void : 
of all live content Wiggling his fingers in the air, with a rapid 
heas'c of his rump, he flashed into the music room and the [ 
next second wo were tugging and gasping on both sides of the : 
door which had a key I had ovorlooked. I won again, and with 
another abrupt movement Clare the Impredictable sat down 
before the piano and played sev’eral atrociously vigorous fun- ; 
damentally hysterical, plangent chords, his jowls quivering, his ; 
spread hands teirscly plunging, and his nostrils emitting the 5 
soundtrack snorts which had been absent from our fight. Still 
singing those impossible sonorities, he made a futile attempt ■ 
to open with his foot a land of seaman’s chest near the piano. 

My next bullet caught him somewhere in the side, and he i 
from his chair higher and higher, like old, gray, mad 
Nijiirski, like Old Faithful, like some old nightmare of mine, 
to a phenomenal altitude, or so it seemed, as he rent the 
air-still shaking with the rich black music—head thrown P 
back in a howl, hand pressed to his brow, and with his other 
hand clutching his armpit as if stung by a hornet, down he 
ratne on his heels and, again a normal rol^d man, scurried out 
mto the hall. 

I see myself following him through the hall, with a kind of 




double, triple, Icangaroo jump, remaining quite straight on 
straight legs while bouncing up twice in his wake, and then 
bouncing between him and the front door in a baUet-hke stiS 
bounce, with the purpose of heading him off, since the door 
was not properly closed. 

Suddenly dignified, and somewhat morose, he started to 
walk up the broad stairs, and, shifting my position, but not 
actually following him up the steps, I fired three or four times 
in quick succession, wounding him at every blaze; and every 
time I did it to him, that horrible thing to him, his face would 
twitch in an absurd clownish manner, as if he were exaggerat¬ 
ing the pain; he slowed down, rolled his eyes half closing 
them and made a feminine “ahl” and he shivered every time 
a bullet hit him as if I were tickling him, and every time I 
got him with those slow, clumsy, blind bullets of mine, he 
would say under his breath, with a phoney British accent— 
all the while dreadfully hatching, shivering, smirking, but 
withal talking in a curiously detached and even amiable man¬ 
ner: “Ah, that hurts, sir, enoughi Ah, that hurts atrociously, 
my dear fellow. I pray you, desist. Ah—^very painful, very 
painful, indeed . . . God! Hah! This is abominable, you 
should really not—” His voice trailed off as he reached the 
landing, but he steadily walked on despite all the lead I had 
lodged in his bloated body—and in distress, in dismay, I 
understood that far from killing him I was injecting spurts 
of energy into the poor fellow, as if the bullets had been 
capsules wherein a heady elixir danced. ^ , 

I reloaded the thing with hands that were black and bloody 
—had touched something he had anointed with his thick 
gore. Then I rejoined him upstairs, the keys jangling in my 
pockets like gold. 

He was trudging from room to room, bleeding majestically, 
trying to find an open window, shaking his head, and still try¬ 
ing to talk me out of murder. I took aim at his head, and he 
retired to the master bedroom with a burst of royal purple 
where his ear had been. 

“C^t out, get out of here," he said coughing and spitting; 
and in a nightmare of wonder, I saw this blood-spattered but 
stfl] buoyant person get into his bed and wrap himself up in 
the chaotic bedclothes. I hit him at very close range through 
Ae blankets, and then he lay back, and a big pink bubble with 
juvenile connotations formed on his lips, grew to the size of 
a toy balloon, and vanished. 
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I may have lost contact with reality for a second or two—oh, 
nothing of the I-just-blached-ont sort that your common crimi¬ 
nal enacts; on the contrary, I want to stress the fact that I was 
responsible for every shed drop of his bubbleblood; but a land 
of momentary shift occurred as if I were in the connubial bed¬ 
room, and Charlotte were sick in bed. Quilty was a very sick 
man, I held one of his slippers instead of the pistol—I was sit¬ 
ting on the pistol. Then I made myself a little more comfort¬ 
able in the chair near the bed, and consulted my wrist watch. 
The crystal was gone but it ticked. The whole sad business 
had taken more fcn an hour. He was quiet at last Far from 
feeling any relief, a burden even weightier than the one I had 
hoped to get rid of was with me, upon me, over me. I could 
not bring myself to touch him in order to make sure he was 
really dead. He looked it: a quarter of his face gone, and two 
flies beside themselves with a dawning sense of unbelievable 
luck. My hands were hardly in better condition than his. I 
washed up as best I could in the adjacent bathroom. Now I 
could leave. As I emerged on the landing, I was amazed to 
discover that a vivacious buzz I had just been dismissing as a 
mere sin^ng in my ears was really a medley of voices and 
radio music coming from the downstairs drawing room. 

I found there a number of people who apparently had jurt 
arrived and were cheerfully drinking QuAt/s liquor. There was 
a fat man in an easy chair; and two dark-haired pale young 
beaufa'es, sisters no doubt, big one and small one (almost a 
child}, demurely sat side by side on a davenport. A florid-faced 
fellow with sapphire-blue eyes was in the act of bringing two 
glasses out of the bar-hke kitchen, where two or three women 
WCTe chatting and chinking ice. I stopped in the doorway and 
said: ‘T have just killed Clare Quilty.” ‘‘Good for you,” said 
the florid fellow as he offered one of the drinks to the elder 
girl. “Somebody ought to have done it long ago,” remarked 
the fat man. “What does he say, Tony?” asked a faded blonde 
from the bar. “He says," answered the florid fellow, “he has 
killed Cue.” “Wefl,” said another unidentified man rising in 
a comer where he had been crouching to inspect some records, 
I guess we all should do it to him some day.” "An3rway,” said 
Tony, ‘he'd better come dowm. We can’t wait for him much 
longCT if we want to go to that game.” “Give this man a drink 
someb^y,” said the fat person. "Want a beer?" said a woman 
in slacks, showing it to me from afar. 

Only the twe girls on the davenport, both wearing black, 
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the younger fingering a bright something about her white 
neck, only Ihey said nothing, but just smiled on, so young, so 
lewd. As the music paused for a moment, there was a sudden 
noise on the stairs. Tony and I stepped out into the hafi. 
Quilty of all people had managed to crawl out onto the land¬ 
ing, and there we could see him, flapping and heaving, then 
subsiding, forever this time, in a purple heap. 

^Tfurry up. Cue-,” said Tony with a laugh. “I believe, he s 
still—” He returned to the drawing room, music drovmed the 
rest of the sentence. ' , 

This, I said to myself, was the end of the ingenious play 
staged for me by Quilty. With a heavy heart I left the house 
and walked through the spotted blaze of the sun to my can 
Two other cars were parked on both sides of it, and I had 
some trouble squeezing ouL 


The re^ is a little flattish and faded. Slowly I drove downhill, 
and presently found myself going at the same lazy pace in a 
direction opposite to Parkington. I had left my raincoat in the 
boudoir and Chum in the bathroom. No, it was not a house 
I would have liked to live in. I wondered idly if some surgeon 
of genius might not alter his own career, and perhaps the whole 
destiny of mankind, by reviving quilted Quilty, Clare Obscure. 
Not that I cared; on the whole I wished to forget the whole 
mess—^and when I did learn he was dead, the only satisfaction 
it gave me, was the relief of knowing I need not mentally ac¬ 
company for months a painful and disgusting convalescence 
interrupted by all kinds of unmentionable operations and re¬ 
lapses, and perhaps an actual visit from him, with trouble on 
my part to rationalize him as not being a ghost. Thomas had 
something. It is strange that th^'tactfle sense, which is so 
infinitely less precious to men than sights becomes at critical 
moments our main, if not only, handle to reality. I was all 
covered with Quilly—^with the fed of that tumble before 
the bleeding. 

The road now stretched across open country, and it occurred 
to me—not by way of protest, not as a symbol, or anything like 
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that, but merely as a no\'el experience—that since I had dis¬ 
regarded ah laws of humanity, I might as well disregard the 
rules of traffic. So I crossed to the left side of the highway and 
checlced the feeling, and the feeling was good. It was a pleasant 
diaphragmal melting, with elements of diJEused tactility, all this 
enhanced by the thought that nothing could be nearer to the 
elimination of basic ph}’sical laws than deliberately drising on 
the wTong side of the road. In a way, it was a \-ery spiritual itch. 
Gently, dreamily, not exceeding tw-enty miles an hour, I drosn 
on that queer mirror side. Traffic was h'ght Cars that now and 
then passed me on the side I had abandoned to them, honhed 
at me bratahy. Cars coming towards me wobbled, swers’ed, and 
cried out in fear. Presently I found myself approaching pop¬ 
ulated places. Passing through a red h’ght was like a sip of for¬ 
bidden Burgundy when I was a chfld. Meanwhile complica¬ 
tions were arising. I was being followed and escorted. Then in 
front of me I saw two cars placing themselves in such a man¬ 
ner as to completely block my way. With a graceful movement 
I turned off the road, and after two or three big bounces, rode 
up a grassy slope, among surprised cows, and there I came to 
a gentie rocking stop. A land of thoughtful Hegelian sjmthesis 
linKng up two dead women. 

I was soon to be taken out of the cat (Hi, Melmoth, thanks 
a lot, old fdlow)—and was, indeed, looking forward to sur¬ 
render myself to many hands, without doing anjlhing to 
cooperate, while thcj' moved and carried me, relaxed, com¬ 
fortable, surrendering m>-self lazily, hke a patient, and de¬ 
riving an eerie enjoyment from my limpness and the absolutely 
reliable support given me by the police and the ambuhnee 
people. And while I was waiting for them to run up to me 
on the high slope, I es'oked a last mirage of wonder and hope¬ 
lessness, One day, soon after her disappearance, an attack cf 
abominable nausea forced me to pull upon the gho't cf .an 
old mountain road that now accompanied, r-ow travcTS-. ri a 
brand new highway, with its popubtion of asters b.'thi'.-a in 
the detached warmth of a pale-blue afternoon in bte semmtr. 
After coughing ms'self inside out I rested a while cn a 
der, and "then, thinking the r.vcct air micht do me 
walked a little way toward a low stone parapet on !lte prrc.cc'a 
side of the highway. Small grasshoppers .'purted cc; of the 
wnthcred roadside weeds. A vciy h.cht ch.ne. vat rptr"c^:'r 
arms and mowng toward a shchtly mere soh't.;;:t-. 
longing to another, more slurchh. hecsenh-per- j; .. 
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I approaclied the friendly abyss, I grew aware of melodious, 
unity of sounds rising like vapor from a small mining town 
that lay at my feet, in a fold of the valley. One could make 
out the geometry of the streets between blocks of red and gray 
roofs, and green puffs of trees, and a serpentine stream, and 
the rich, ore-like glitter of the city dump, and beyond the 
town, roads crisscrossing the cra 2 y quilt of dark and pale 
fields, and behind it all, great timbered mountains. But even 
blister than those quietly rejoicing colors—for there are 
colors and shades that seem to enjoy themselves in good com¬ 
pany—^both brighter and dreamier to the ear than they were 
to tie eye, was that vapory vibration of accumulated sounds 
that never ceased for a moment, as it rose to the lip of 
granite where I stood wiping my foul mouth. And soon I 
realized that all these sounds were of one nature, that no 
other sounds but these came from the streets of the trans¬ 
parent town, with the women at home and the men away. 
Readerl What I heard was but the melody of children at play, 
nothing but that, and so limpid was the air that within this 
vapor of blended voices, majestic and minute, remote and 
magically near, frank and divinely em'gmatic—one could hear 
now and then, as if released, an almost articulate spurt of vivid 
laughter, or the crack of a bab or the clatter of a toy wagon, 
but it was aU really too far for the eye to distinguish any 
movement in the h'ghtly etched streets. I stood listening to 
that musical vibration from my lofty slope, to those flashes 
of separate cries with a kind of demure murmur for back- 
groimd, and then I knew that the hopelessly poignant thing 
was not Lolita’s absence from my side, but the absence of her 
voice from that concord. 

This then is my story. I have reread it It has bits of marrow 
sticking to it, and blood, and beautiful bright-green flies. At 
this or that twist of it I feel my slippery self eluding me, glid¬ 
ing into deeper and darker waters than I care to probe. I have 
camouflaged what I could so as not to hurt people. And I have 
toyed with many pseudonyms for myself before I hit on a 
particularly apt one. There are in my notes “Otto Otto” and 
“Mesmer Mesmer” and “Lambert Lambert,” but for some 
reason I think my choice expresses the nastiness best. 

When I ^rted, fifty-six days ago, to write Lolita, first in the 
psychopathic v/ard for observation, and then in this well- 
heated, albeit tombal, seclusion, I thought I would use these 
notes in toto at my trial, to save not my head, of course, but 
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my sod. In mid-composition, howes’cr, I realized that I coaid 
not parade living Lolita, I still may use parts of this memoir in 
heimeh'c sessions, but pubh'cation is to be deferred. 

For reasons that may appear more obsious than they really 
are, I am opposed to capital punishment; this attitude mil b^ 
I trust, shar^ by the sentendng judge. Had I come before 
myself, I would have gis’en Humbert at least thirty-five years 
for rape, and dismissed the rest of the charges. But even so, 
Dolly Schiller will probably sursrs'e me by many years. The 
following decision I mahe with all the legal impact and support 
of a signed testament: I wish this memoir to be published 
only when Lolita is no longer alive. 

Thus, neither of us is alive when the reader opens this book. 
But whQe the blood still throbs through my writing hand, you 
are still as much part of blessed matter as I am, and I can still 
talk to you from here to Alaska. Be true to your Dick. Do not 
let other fellows touch you. Do not talk to strangers. I hope 
you wfll love your baby. I hope it will be a boy. That husband 
of yours, I hope, will alvny-s treat you well, because otherwise 
my specter shall come at him, like bbck smoke, like a de¬ 
mented giant, and pull him apart nen-e by nerve, .^nd do not 
pit}' C. Q. One had to choose betu'een him and H. H., and one 
wanted H. H. to erist at least a couple of months longer, so 
as to hare him make you live in the minds of later generations. 
I am thinking of aurochs and angels, the secret of durable pig¬ 
ments, prophetic sonnets, the refuge of art. And this is the 
only immortality you and I may share, my Lolita- 


Vladimir Nabokov 

on a book entitled Lolita 


Aftek doing my impersonation of suave John Ray, the char¬ 
acter in Lolita v/ho pens the Foreword, any comments coming 
straight from me may strike one—^may strike me, in fact— 
as an impersonation of Vkdimir Nabokov talking about his 
own hook. A few points, however, have to be discussed; and 
the autobiographic device may induce mimic and model to 
blend. ' 

Teachers of Literature are apt to think up such problems 
as “What is the author’s purpose?” or still worse ‘WTiat is 
the guy trying to say?” Now, I happen to be the kind of author 
who in st^ng to work on a book has no other purpose than 
to get rid of that book and who, when asked to explain its 
origin and growth, has to rely on such ancient terms as Inter- 
reaction of Inspiration and Combination—^which, I admit, 
sounds like a conjurer explaining one trick by performing 
another. 

The first little throb of Lolita went through me late in 1939 
or early in 1940, in Paris, at a time when I was laid up with a 
se\’ere attack of intercostal neuralgia. As far as I can recall, 
the initial shiver of inspiration was somehow prompted by a 

282 



nCT-spaper stoiy abont an ape in the Jardin des Plantes T,-ho, 
after months of coaxing by a scientist, produced the first 
drawing ever charcoaled by an animal; this slcetch showed the 
bars of the poor creature’s cage. The impulse I record had no 
textual connection with the ensuing train of thought, which 
resulted, howeser, in a prototype of my present novel, a short 
story some thirt}’ pages long. I wrote it in Russian, the lan¬ 
guage in which I had been writing no\els since 1924 (the best 
of these are not translated into English, and all are prohibited J 
for political reasons in Russia). The man was a Central j 
European, the anonymous n>-mphet was French, and the loci | 

were Paris and Provence. I had him marry the little girl’s sick j 

mother who soon died, and after a thwarted attempt to take t 

adrantage of the orphan in a hotel room, Arthur (for that was * 

his name) threw himself under the wheels of a truck. 1 read j 
the story one blue-papered wartime night to a group of friends 
—^Mark Aldanos', two social res’olub'onaries, and a woman : 
doctor; but I was not pleased with the thing and destroyed j 

it sometime after mosing to America in 1940. } 

Around 1949, in Ithaca, upstate New York, the throbbing, ! 
which had ne\’er quite ceased, began to plague me again. | 
Combination joined inspiration with fresh zest and involved j 
me in a new treatment of the theme, this time in English—the | 
language of my first governess in St. Petersburg, circa 1905. a 5 
Miss ^chel Home. The nymphet, now with a dash of Irish ! 
blood, was really much the same lass, and the baric marrying- | 
hcr-mother idea also subsisted; but otherwise the thing was } 
new and had grown in secret the claws and wings of a novel, j. 

The book developed slowR, with many intcmiptions and | 

asides. It had tal:en me some forty years to invent Russ-.a rr.d i 

Western Europe, and now I was faced by the task cf ;nvcnt-.ng , 

America. The obtaining of such local ingredients a' woi!;d | 

allow me to inject a modicum of average ’'tcality” ■'one rf ihz I- 

few words which mean nothing without quotes) into tliejns w | 

of individual fanty, proved at fifty a much mrre d;';:.".: t 
process than it had been in tlie Europe of my youth vl.m ; 
xeceptiveness and retention were at thc;r tre 

Other books intervened. Once or twice I wws cn t! e p ;r.t \ 

of burning the unfinhhed draft and had c-'meu ;nv ifor -.tt ; 

Dark as far as Uic shadow of the leaning •.nc'.nrrrt^ t vr t. r ; 

mnocent kiwn, when I wws stopped Ir.- the tlr ert-t t t, e 
ghost of the destroyed book w-ouid haunt m;- fi.et fa: tar :e'. 
of my life, j 


Every summer my wife and I go butterfly hunting. The 
specimens are deposited at scientific institutions, such as the 
Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard or the Cornell 
University collection. The locality labels pinned under these 
butterflies will be a boon to some twenty-first-century scholar 
with a taste for recondite biography. It was at such of our 
headquarters as Telluride, Colorado; Aftoi^ Wyoming; Portal, 
Arizona; and Ashland, Oregon, that Lolita was energetically 
resumed in the evenings or on cloudy days. I finished copying 
the thing out in longhand in the spring of 1954, and at once 
began casting around for a publisher. 

At first, on the advice of a wary old friend, I was meek 
enough to stipulate that the book be brought out anony¬ 
mously. I doubt that I shall ever regret that soon afterwards, 
realizing how likely a mask was to betray my own cause, I 
decided to sign Lolita. The four American publishers, W, X, 
Y, Z, who in turn were offered the typescript and had their 
readers glance at it, were shocked by Lolita to a degree that 
even my wary old friend FT. had not expected. 

While it is tme that in ancient Europe, and well into the 
eighteenth century (obvious examples come from France), 
dehherate lewdness was not inconsistent with flashes of com¬ 
edy, or vigorous satire, or even the verve of a fine poet in a 
wanton mood, it is also true that in modem times the term 
“pornography" connotes mediocrity, coinmercialism, and 
certain strict rules of narration. Obscenity must be mated with 
banality because every kind of aesthetic enjoyment has to be 
entirely replaced by simple sexual stimulation which demands 
the traditional word for direct action upon the patient. Old 
rigid rules must be followed by the pomographer in order to 
have his jratient feel the same security of satisfaction as, for 
example, fens of detective stories feel—stories where, if you 
do not watch out, the real murderer may turn out to be, to 
the fen's disgust, artistic originality (who for instance would 
want a detective story without a single dialogue in it?). Thus, 
in pornographic novels, action has to be limited to the cop¬ 
ulation of cliches. Style, structure, imagery should never dis¬ 
tract the reader from his tepid lust. The novel must consist 
of an alternation of sexual scenes. The passages in between 
rnust be reduced to sutures of sense, logical bridges of the 
simplest design, brief expositions and explanations, which the 
reader will probably skip but must know they exist in order 
not to feel cheated (a mentality stemming feom the routine 
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of ''true” fairy tales in cliildhood). Moreo^-er, the ssTuial 
scenes in the booh must foUov/ a crescendo line, v,-ith new 
rariations, new combinations, new sexes, and a steady increase 
in the number of participants (in a Sade play they call the 
gardener in), and therefore the end of the book must be 
more replete with lewd lore than the first chapters. 

Certain techm'ques in the beginning of Lolita (Humbert’s 
Journal, for example) misled some of my first readers into 
assuming tiiat this was going to be a lewd book. Thej- c-x- 
pected the rising succession of erotic scenes; when these 
stopped, the readers stopped, too, and felt bored and let down. 
This, I suspect, is one of the reasons why not all the four 
firms read tire typescript to the end. Whether thes' found it 
pornographic or not did not interest me. Their refusal to buy 
the book was based not on my treatment of the theme but 
on the theme itself, for there are at least three themes which 
are utterly taboo as far as most American publishers arc con¬ 
cerned. The two others are; a Negro-\Vhitc marriage which 
is a complete and glorious success resulting in lots of children 
and grandchildren; and the total atheist who lives a happj' 
and useful life, and dies in his sleep at the age of 106. 

Some of the reactions were very amusing; one reader sug¬ 
gested that his firm might consider publication if I turned 
my Lolita into a tu-eh-e-year-old lad and had him seduced by 
Humbert, a farmer, in a bam, amidst gaunt and arid sur¬ 
roundings, aH this set forth in short, strong, "realistic” se:i- 
tcnces (“He acts crazj% We all act craz}-, I guess. I guess God 
acts crazy.” Etc.). Although cs'ctybody should Jmow ih-st 
I detest symbols and allegories (which is due partly to my old 
feud with Freudian voodooism and partly to my loathfnc cf 
generalizations deaised by literary ms-thisls and sociolozut'l. 
an othensise intelligent reader svho flipped tluoueh the fir;*, 
part described Loh'ta as "Old Europe dcbiuehinc yrr.rr. 
/unerica,” while another flipper saw in it "^'ounr 
dclxauching old Europe." Publisher X. who’c ad\i;c:s r.’t f '' 
bored with Humbert that Ihc}' newer got bes-or.d p.'re 
had the naivete to write me that P."rt Tsvo was too lonr. 
lisher Y, on Uie other hand, regretted th; ;c v.wrr no r’’*' ! T 
pic in the book. Publisher Z said if be pnntcd lor.’.-t.-, he er e. 

I would go to jail. . 

No writer in a free counhy should be c.rpertr ■ r-'t; -“a 

about the cw.ct demarcation between th.e re;'.-.-.-,'-:' r; ; ; ■' 
sensual; this is preposterous; I c;;n cnly r.r.'.r.’rc 1 't c.- -'■'t 




emulate the accuracy of jud^ent of those who pose the 
fair young mammals photographed in magazines where the 
general neckline is just low enough to provoke a past master’s 
chuckle and just high enou^ not to make a postmaster 
frown. I presume there exist readers who find titillating the 
display of mural words in those hopelessly banal and enormous 
novels which are typed out by the thumbs of tense mediocrities 
and called "powerful" and "stark" by the reviewing hack. 
There are gentle souls who would pronounce Lolita meaning¬ 
less because it does not teach them anything. I am neither a 
reader nor a writer of didactic fiction, and, despite John Ray’s 
assertion, Lolita has no moral in tow. For me a work of fiction 
exists otily insofar as it affords me what I shall bluntly call 
aesthetic bliss, that is a sense of being somehow, somewhere, 
connected with other states of being where art (curiosity, 
tenderness, kindness, ecstasy) is the norm. There are not 
many such books. All the rest is either topical trash or what 
some call the Literature of Ideas, which very often is topical 
trash coming in huge blocks of plaster that are carefully 
transmitted from age to age until somebody comes along with 
a hammer and takes a good crack at Balzac, at Gorki, at Mann, 

Another charge which some readers have made is that Lolita 
is anti-American. 'This is something that pains me considerably 
more than the idiotic accusation of immorality. Considerations 
of depth and perspective (a suburban lawn, a mountain 
meadow) led me to build a number of North American sets. 
I needed a certain exhilarating milieu. Nothing is more ex¬ 
hilarating than philistine vulgarity. But in regard to philistine 
vulgarity there is no intrinsic difference between Palearctic 
manners and Nearctic manners. Any proletarian from Chicago 
can be as bourgeois (in the Flaubertian sense) as a duke, I 
chose American motels instead of Swiss hotels or English inns 
oidy because I am trying to be an American writer and claim 
only the same rights that other American writers enjoy. On 
the other hand, my creature Humbert is a foreigner and an 
anarchist, and there are many things, besides nymphets, in 
which I disagree with him. And all my Russian readers know 
ftat my old worlds—^Russian, British, German, French—are 
just as fantastic and personal as my new one is. 

Lest the little statement I am maldng here seem an airing of 
grudges, I must hasten to add that besides the lambs who read 
the^ tjT)escript of Lolita or its Olympia Press edition in a spirit 
of "Why did he have to write it?" or “Why should I read 
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about maniacs?” there have been a number of wise, sensitive, 
and staunch people who understood my book much better 
than l ean explain its mechanism here. 

Every serious writer, I dare say, is aware of this or that pub- 
h'shed book of his as of a constant comforting presence. Its 
pilot light is steadily burning somew’here in the basement and 
a mere touch applied to one’s private thermostat instantly 
results in a quiet little explosion of famfliar warmth. This 
presence, this glow of the book in an e\-er accessible remote¬ 
ness is a most companionable feeling, and the better the book 
has conformed to its prefigured contour and color the ampler 
and smoother it glows. But even so, there are certain points, 
bjToads, favorite hollows that one e^'okes more eagerly and 
enjoys more tenderly than the rest of one’s book. I have not 
reread Lolita since I went through the proofs in the winter of 
1954 but I find it to be a delightful presence now that it 
quietly hangs about the house like a summer day which one 
knows to be bright behind the haze. And when I thus think 
of Lolita, I seem always to pick out for special delectation such 
images as Mr. Taxovich, or that class list of Ramsdalc School, 
or Charlotte saying "waterproof,” or Lolita in slow motion 
adrancing toward Humbert’s gifts, or the pictures decorating 
the stylized garret of Gaston Godin, or the Kasbeam barber 
(who cost me a month of work), or Lolita playing tennis, or 
the hospital at Elphinstonc, or pale, pregnant, bclm'cd, ir- 
retriesnble Dolly Schiller d>ing in Gray Star (the capital town 
of the book), or the tinkling sounds of the xal1c>' town com¬ 
ing up the mountain trail (on which I caught the first known 
female of Lycacidcs sublivcns Nabokov). 'Ilrcsc arc flic nerve'- 
of the novel. These arc the secret points, the subliminal co- 
ordinates by means of which the book is plotted—alllnnn-b 
I realize very clearly that these and other scenes v.i’l i; :- slim¬ 
med over or not noticed, or newer even reached, by tb.' :r 
who begin reading the book under the iinpreesirn tin; i; i; 
something on the lines of .Memoirs of a Wcinan c f r.V^'urc 
or Lcs Amours dc Milord Tliat my uo'.tI dor' cm- 

tain sarious allusions to the pliyfinl-r.-rie.-:] urrrs of a r-r;\r,'t 
is quite true. But after all wx .are not c]nl;I:cr.. r-; : ’ ‘.m - tr 
juvenile delinquents, not English public seb.'r l b-;.s w.m 
a night of homosexual Tomp*- br.wc to endme the p;r; ; w cf 
reading the .\ncients in expuirstrd \'e:wVr.', 

It is childish to study a wo;V. of f;c!-.-u :n f Tom ; r- m -r- 
formation about a countrv or r.b-ru'. a so:i.'’. cl'-' c; -td',' 



author. And yet one of my very few intimate friends, after 
reading Lolita, was sincerely worried that I (II) should be 
living “among such depressing people”—^when the. only dis¬ 
comfort I really experienced was to live in my worfehop 
among discarded limbs and unfinished torsos. 

After Olympia Press, in Paris, published the book, an 
American critic suggested that Lolita was the record of my 
love aJSair with the romantic novel. The substitution “English 
language” for “romantic novel” would make this elegant 
formula more correct. But here I feel my voice rising to a 
much too strident pitch. None of my American friends have 
read my Russian books and thus every appraisal on the strength 
of my English ones is bound to be out of focus. My private 
tragedy, which cannot, and indeed should not, be anybody’s 
concern, is that I had to abandon my natural.idiom, my un- 
trammeled, rich, and infinitely docile Russian tongue for a 
second-rate brand of English, devoid of any of those ap¬ 
paratuses—the baffling mirror, the black velvet backdrop, 
the implied associations and traditions—^which the native il¬ 
lusionist, frac-tails flying, can magically use to transcend the 
heritage in his own way. 


November 12,1956 


THE END 

of a Crest Reprint by 
Vladimir Nabokov 
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